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For as we have many members in one body, and all members have 
not the same office; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another.—Romans xii. 4, 5. 


THE writings of the Old and 
New Testaments abound with 
figurative expressions, some of 
- which are resplendent in their 
imagery and pertinent in their 
application. Some of the most 
innocent and interesting objects 
in the natural world were selected, 
by “‘ holy men of old,” to brighten 
the scenes of prophecy and grace 
the pages of inspiration. To 
illustrate the doctrines of redemp- 
tion with simplicity and correct- 
ness, and to enforce the practical 
parts of religion on the hearts 
and attention of mankind, images 
and things with which every one 
is familiar were chosen ; and, being 
clothed in the beauties of pure 
eloquence and the charms of di- 
vine poetry, they produce a power- 
ful impression on the understand- 
ing and affections. In_ the 
scriptures, the church of Christ is 
represented by various figures and 
by numerous descriptions. Some- 
times it is compared to a flock of 
sheep,under the guidance and pro- 
tection of a kind and faithful 
shepherd, who leads them “ in 
green pastures beside the waters 
of rest.” Sometimes it is com- 
pared to a building, reared on a 
sure and immoveable foundation, 
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and having its various parts united 
in one superstructure by Jesus 
Christ, ‘the chief corner-stone.”’ 
In the language at the head of 
this article, it is compared to a 
human body, composed of ‘man 
members,’ these members filling 
different offices, while all contri- 
bute to its enjoyment and protec- 
tion. ‘‘ For as we have many 
members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office; 
so we, being many, are one body 
in Christ, and every one members 
one of another.” This language 
may be applied to a particular 
society of Christians, united for 
mutual edification, and for the 
observance of religious institu- 
tions, or to the whole church of 
Christ, formed of all believers in 
every age and in every part of the 
world. Let us endeavour to ex- 
plain it, by making a few simple 
remarks, 

I. Contemplate the figure under 
which the church of Christ is 
here represented—‘ One body in 
Christ.” 

Among the Christians at Rome 
it is probable some of them were 
superior to the rest both in mental 
endowments and spiritual gifts ; 
but, to prevent the indulgence of 
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pride or self-complacency in the 
minds of such persons, the apostle 
compared the Christian church to 
a human body, composed of 
“many members,” between which 
there existed a mutual and unbro- 
ken dependance. This was cal- 
culated to check the first appear- 
ance of ostentation, among those 
whose virtues and _ intellectual 
superiority would procure them 
influence and distinction in the 
church, by exhibiting the original 
source of their natural talents, 
moral endowments, and christian 
graces. The church, thus com- 
pared to a‘‘body,” has Jesus Christ 
for its head, on whom all the mem- 
bers are dependent for their spi- 
ritual existence and heavenly- 
mindedness. There is great beauty 
in the application of this figure to 
the Christian church: on the one 
hand it exhibits the pre-eminence 
and glory cf Christ, ‘‘ who is the 
head of the body, the church ;” 
and on the other it points out the 
mutual dependance and endearing 
relation which exist among all 
who believe in the Son of God. 
The superiority of Christ, the head, 
to his people, the members of his 
body, may be illustrated, by all 
the relations of life, and all the 
modifications of society. In a 
community or nation there are 
various gradations among the 
people of whom it is composed, 
while there is an intimate and 
reciprocal connexion between 
them; and, to promote the end for 
which society exists, supreme 
power is either trusted to indivi- 
dual responsibility, or to menina 
collective capacity. Now in the 
human body there is an obvious 
relation between all its members, 
and one of them cannot say to 
another, I have no need of thee ; 
still, greater importance is attach- 
ed to some than the rest, while 
the supremacy centres in the head, 
There may be a mutilation of its 


will be extinct. 


Christians United in Christ. 


members, but if the head conti- 
nues unimpaired life will often 
remain; while if the head is vitally 
injured, though the other members 
should escape direct injury, life 
In like manner 
Christ is the “‘ fountain of life”’ to 
all who believe in his name, “ for 
he is the head of the body, the 
ehurch: who is the beginning, the 
first-born from the dead ; that in 
all things he might have the pre- 
eminence.” ‘ And God hath put 
all things under his feet, and gave 
him to be the head over ali things 
to the church, which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all 
in all.” 

Again, consider the numcrous 
members of which the Christian 
church is constituted—“ We have 
many members in one body.” 

The “body” mentioned in this 
language is the church of which 
Christ is the head, and all who 
are the subjects of evangelical 
repentance and faith are its real 
and essentiat members. In the 
human body, while we are con- 
strained to admire its beautiful 
texture, and the mechanism and 
originality of its contrivance, we 
are not less delighted with the 
depeudance and harmony of all 
its members, uniting and employ- 
ing their influence for mutual pro- 
tection and reciprocal enjoyment. 
If disease or accident requires 
the amputation of a single limb, 
the body is imperfect and deprived 
of its original beauty ; but, when 
all its members perform their 
respective functions without ob- 
struction, we exclaim with the 
psalmist, “I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made!” Now let us 
contemplate the “ many members” 
of which the body of Christ is 
composed, and we shall perceive 
the force and propriety of Paul’s 
expression. What an interesting 
subject does this open for con- 
templation ! It is easier to con- 
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ceive of it, in our own minds, than 
to communicate it to others by 
signs or by language. We can 
take a cursory glance at the 
church, from its commencement 
through all successive periods 
of time, and we can pourtray in 
our imagination its glory in future 
ages, and the accessions which 
await its final triumph and con- 
summation; but when we refer to 
numbers—to the hundreds, and 
thousands, and millions, who have 
*‘believed through grace,” and 
obtained a title to “ everlasting 
habitations,” we must be satisfied 
with silent raptures and profound 
admiration. Go, Christian! and 
count the stars which decorate the 
heavens and fill them with glory; 
go, and number every particle of 
sand that is found on the face of 
the earth; go, and tell the dews 
of the morning, which sparkle on 
every blade of grass, on every 
flower of the field, and on every 
tree of the forest; go, and collect 
the waters of the sea in the hollow 
of your hand, and calculate the 
number of drops they contain: 
then, and not till then, can you 
know the millions of souls which 
belong to the church of Christ! 
Consider the pious patriarchs, 
and prophets, and righteous men 
belonging to the ancient people 
of God, who died in the faith of 
the promised Messiah; consider 
the multitudes that were converted 
to God by the labours of apostolic 
men, and the progress which the 
gospel made in the primitive age 
through Judea, Greece, and the 
Roman empire; consider the 
achievement of the Reformation, 
and the numbers who embraced 
the Christian faith; consider the 
thousands whose names are en- 
rolled among the army of martyrs 
who died in attestation of the 
truth and excellence of the Bible; 
consider the aggregate of good 
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men now in existence, and the 
scenes of prophetic and millennial 
glory yet unfolded to the church 
of Christ ; and this will give a faint 
idea of ‘the many members” 
belonging to the mystical body of 
Jesus, * 

Furthermore, as the church of 
Christ is distinguished by “ many 
members,” so they have to perform 
various functions—* All mem- 
bers have not the same office.” 

In the human body each mem- 
ber has a different office assigned 
it by the wise Creator, to perform 
the duties of which, it possesses a 
fitness and ability. The eye, for 
mstance, whose formation is so 
delicate and admirable, is capable 
of answering all the objects of 
vision; the ear, whose construc- 
tion demonstrates the wisdom of 
its Maker, is designed to answer 
the purposes of hearing; and the 
hand, which moves in obedience to 
the will of man, is for defence and 
labour. As the conformation of 
these members differs from one 
another, so their offices are pecu-_ 
liar, and each of them must per- 
form its particular functions. This 
variety of offices allotted to dif- 
ferent members of the human 
body is equally obvious in the 
church of God; for, when Christ 
ascended on high, he received 
gifts for men, ‘‘and gave some 
apostles, and some prophets, and 
some evangelists, and some pas- 
tors and teachers, for the perfect- 
ing of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, and for the edifying 
of the body of Christ.” 

This gradual distinction and 
mutual variety among believers 
seem necessary for the existence 
of a Christian church, and for 
answering the design of its forma- 
tion, while it is a sight of peculiar 
interest to witness contrary ele- 


* See Dan. xii. 13,14, & Rev. vii. 9, 10. 
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ments united. by the force and 
attraction of moral principles, 
each fulfilling its particular func- 
tions, and all contributing to the 
general good, In every church 
this state of things must exist ; 
and, so long as each person finds 
out his proper sphere of exertion, 
‘all things will be done decently 
and in order.” Without these 
variations among the members of 
a Christian seciety, it is difficult 
to perceive how their peace would 
be secured, or their edification be 
promoted. For military disci- 
pline and martial achievements 
these gradations are essential ; in 
civil communities and courts of 
judicature they are indispensable; 
‘without them parental authority 
and domestic happiness would be 
in jeopardy; and without their 
influence society would be dis- 
organized, and churches thrown 
into confusion. A church com- 
posed of “many members” may 
‘be compared to a piece of ma- 
chinery, containing a great many 
parts of dissimilar nature and 
form, but all of which make a 
perfect whole, adapted to answer 
all the ends of its contrivance ; 
so, in the church of Christ, the 
variety of talent, character, prin- 
ciple, and disposition, which seem 
to distinguish good men, not only 
add beauty to the picture by the 
distinctions of shade, but contri- 
bute in a great measure to the 
welfare of Zion. All Christians 
are not fitted for the same sta- 
tions. There is a great disparity 
in their intellectual endowments, 
as well as in their experience and 
knowledge of divine truth. Some 
are babes in Christ, others are 
young men, and many are fathers 
in Israel. Some are distinguished 
for prudence, some for humility, 
some for meekness, some for spi- 
ritual mindedness, some for pri- 
vate virtues others for public 


Christians United in Christ. 


exertions. - Sometimes we find 
the courage and zeal of Luther 
acting in co-operation with the 
caution and gentleness of Melanc- 
thon; at other times we see the 
public missionary spirit of Fuller, 
united with the prudence of Sut- 
cliffe, and the seraphic ardour of 
Pearce; and by the combination 
of these natural and moral endow- 
ments it cannot be doubted that 
the reign of peace and righteous- 
ness upon earth is materially pro- 
moted. As there was a difference 
in the mental constitution and the 
moral features of these devoted 
men of God, so they acted various 
parts in the theatre of the moral 
world; while the latter were fitted 
to take an active and diversified 
part in the origination and super- 
intendence of the Baptist Mission 
to India, which, under the direc- 
tion of Heaven, was the means of 
calling from the shades of obscu- 
rity into public view, a man whose 
amiable character and christian 
meekness can be surpassed only 
by his philological distinction, 
and the pre-eminence which he 
has attained as a translator of the 
scriptures, While, then, it is ad- 
mitted that ‘*all members have 
not the same office,” that ‘‘ there 
are diversities of gifts,” and “dif- 
ferences of administration,” still 
it cannot be denied that every 
Christian, whether admired for 
private virtues,or public exertions, 
has his proper station assigned 
him in the church by the Son of 
God; and unless he is contented 
with his own sphere of operation, 
without entering on the jurisdic- 
tion of others, his talents and 
knowledge of divine things will 
be of little advantage to the 
society with which he is united. 

Moreover, consider the unity of 
the Christian church—‘“ One body 
in Christ.” 

The members which are essen- 
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tial to the symmetry and _per- 
fection of the human body are 
many, though they constitute but 
one piece of mechanism, capable 
of performing its functions with- 
out a moment’s cessation during 
the period of “threescore years 
and ten.” The same may be said 
of our favoured country under the 
reign of King William ; although 
the opinions of the people may 
differ on some important subjects, 
still they form but one nation, 
owing allegiance to the same 
monarch, amenable to the same 
laws, entitled to the same rights. 
Now, it would be absurd to deny 
the unity of the nation because all 
people were not agreed about the 
mostadvantageous form of govern- 
ment, or because some were dema- 
gogues in agitation, and others 
the enemies of reform, while all 
were obedient to the laws and 
constitution of the country. Some- 
thing of this sort, however, is the 
line of argument that Catholics 
adopt towards Protestants. They 
say the scriptures speak of the 
church as ‘‘ one body,” a “flock,” 
a “building,” a ‘‘ family,” but 
this unity is found in no church 
on earth but that of Rome, for, in 
whatever country Catholics are 
found, their faith and ritual are 
identified. It is not difficult to 
account for this boasted unity 
among Papists, because it is well 
known the right of private judg- 
ment in matters of religion is 
denied them; they believe what 
the priest believes; the priest 
believes what the pope believes, 
&e. &c. &c. The minds of the 
people are kept in ignorance of 
the most important subjects 
through priestly domination, the 
unfettered reading of the scrip- 
tures is prohibited, and conse- 
quently an end is put to investi- 
gation about ‘the oracles of 
God.” But there is a unity 
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among Protestants; there is a 
unity of principle, of sentiment, 
and of affection, in reference to 
the fundamental doctrines of the 
Bible, among all who have been 
taught of God, and have received 
** the truth as it is in Jesus.” Can 
there not be filial affection and 
obedience pervading all the mem- 
bers of a family towards their 
parents, while their individual 
opinions on other subjects may 
differ? Cannot all classes of so- 
ciety unite in testifying their 
attachment to a beloved sovereign, 
while on other topics their senti- 
ments are at variance? Can there 
not be a unity of love and prin- 
ciple among all good men, con- 
cerning the person of Christ, and 
the perfection of his atonement, 
while on some minor points they 
may not hold similar views? We 
rejoice that all the friends of Jesus 
form one hallowed “‘ brotherhood,” 
and we hope their mutual love 
will continue to increase “ till we 
all come, in the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” 

In conclusion, let us not forget 
the connexion and mutual depen- 
dance which exist among all the 
people of God—* And every one 
members one of another.” 

There is an intimate and mutual 
relation pervading the wholerange 
of created existence. From the 
insect, the texture of whose wings 
is so beautiful and corroborative 
of divine contrivance, through all 
intermediate gradations, up to 
man, the image of his Maker; and 
from man to the first archangel, 
adorned with unfading splendours, 
there is an inseparable connexion. 
Could a chain be made whose 
length should be equal to the cir- 
cumference of this globe; though 


- composed of innumerable parts, 
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all of them would be essential to 
its completion, while there would 
be an unbroken dependance 
between link and link, extending 
to the two extremes; so in the 
church of God, every Christian, 
however humble, or poor, or des- 
pised, or weak in faith, or rich in 
good works, is a member of the 
body of Christ, and related to an 
‘« innumerablecompany of angels, 
and the spirits of just men made 
perfect.” ‘‘The eye cannot say 
unto the hand, I have no need of 
thee; nor again the head to the 
feet, I have no need of you;”’ for 
“‘the whole body, fitly joined 
together, and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, ac- 
cording to the effectual working 
in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto 
the edifying of itself in love.” 
And when “the whole family 
in heaven and earth’ shall be 
consummated, how glorious will 
be the scene ! how intimate 
the union! how ardent the affec- 
tion! There the pious patriarchs, 
the holy prophets, the righteous 
men of old, the devoted apostles, 
the army of martyrs, the noble 
reformers, the despised puritans, 
the Brainerds, and Elliots, and 
Martyns of modern renown, to- 
gether with our Fullers, and 
Pearces, and Halls, and all the 
elect gathered from the four winds 
of heaven, shall be united in ‘‘ one 
body,” and be presented to the 
Divine Majesty ‘a_ glorious 
church,not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and _ without 
blemish.” ‘If there be there- 
fore any consolation in Christ, if 
any comfort of love, if any fel- 
lowship of the Spirit, if any 
bowels of mercies, fulfil ye my 
joy, that ye be like minded, hav- 
ing the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind.” Gentle 


On Organic or Verbal Inspiration. 


Reader, are you a Christian ? Are 
you ‘‘ begotten again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead ?’’ Have you believ- 
ed with the heart unto righteous- 
ness, and with the mouth made 
confession unto salvation? Then 
love the brethren with a pure 
heart fervently, and pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem. 

Members of churches, if you 
are Christians, you not only “live 
by faith upon the Son of God,” 
but you are united to one another 
by principle and affection, by 
sympathy and hope: “ follow 
then after the things which make 
for peace, and things whereby one 
may edify another.” << Finally, 
brethren, farewell. Be perfect, 
be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace ; and the God 
of love and peace shall be. with 
you.” a e's 


Ow Oreanic orn VERBAL Iy- 
SPIRATION. 

A reply to the question, “ Did 
the inspiration of the Sacred 
Writers extend to words as 
well as things ?” 

(Concluded from p. 208.) 

Maimonides was a sort of free- 
thinker among his countrymen, 
and did not contend for so much. 
That the Jews believed God was 
the author of every word in the- 
Pentateuch, see Witsius, Preef. 
ad. Miscell. vii. 

2. In the Fathers. 

Mr. Blomfield (now Bishop of 
London) informs us that “ it was 
the opinion of the fathers, Chry- 
sostom, Origen, Cyril, &c., that 
not a letter nor apoint in the books 
of scripture was without some 
hidden meaning.” See Suicer. 
V. yea?) p. 786. 

3. In the Schoolmen. 

Much satisfaction is not to be 
expected from this class of writers. 
If the inquirer has the requisite 
learning, and leisure,and patience, 
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he will, perhaps, not think it 
worth while to consult Thomas 
Aquinas, Summ. Theol., nor 
Peter Lombard’s ‘‘ Book of Sen- 
tences,” nor any other of those 
productions of the middle ages. 

4. In the writings of the Re- 
formers. 

Here we may notice the state- 
ment of Bishop Blomfield. ‘‘ At 
the reformation (he says) Luther 
and his followers maintained that 
the subject-matter alone of Holy 
Scripture was furnished by inspi- 
ration; but that the form and 
expression were the writer’s own ; 
and this they proved from the 
great diversity of style which is 
perceivable in the sacred volume. 
The papists immediately took 
advantage of this concession, 
and built upon it the following 
argument: If the Holy Spirit 
supplied nothing more than the 
subject-matter, while the mode 
of expressing it was left to the 
writer, it may be that the pro- 
phets and apostles erred in this 
particular, and that they have 
stated in inaccurate terms the 
truths which were inspired by the 
Spirit ; and, therefore, some other 
principle of faith must be added to 
the HolyScripture. Upon this the 
Protestant divyines, in general, 
abandoned the opinion of Luther ; 
and maintained that the Holy 
Ghost inspired, not only the facts 
and doctrines, but also the phra- 
seology of scripture. This notion 
was espoused by the divines of 
Saxony, and soon became pretty 
general in the Reformed church. 
Hence we find Calovius, Pfeiffer, 
Witsius, Carpzovius, &c., strenu- 
ously maintaining the notion of 
organic inspiration, and treating 
the more qualified opinion as a 
tenet of Socinianism; which, 
however, was retained by the 
Arminians.* See Mosheim’s Ele- 


* See Grotius, Episcopius, 
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menta, Theol. Dogm. p. 110. 199. 
Rumpei Comment. Crit. ad libros 
N. T. p. 4.” C.J. Blomfield’s 
Dissert. on the Traditional Know- 
ledge of a Promised Redeemer, 
1819. p. 120. 

Archbishop Tillotson observes 
in general ‘‘ that, considering the 
end of inspiration, which was to 
inform the world certainly of the 
will of God, it is necessary for 
every man to believe that the in- 
spired penmen were so far assist- 
ed as was necessary to this end : 
and he that thinks upon good 
grounds that this end cannot be 
secured, unless every word and 
syllable were immediately dic- 
tated, hath reason to believe it 
was so; but if any man upon 
good grounds thinks the end of 
writing the scripture may be suf- 
ficiently secured without that, he 
hath no reason to conclude that 
God, who is not wanting in what 
is necessary, is guilty of doing 
what is superfluous.” Serm. vol. 
3, p. 428. In Blomfield, p. 121. 
See Dr. Dwight, Serm, 49. 


Bow, May 3, 1833. W.N. 


P.S. Since writing the above 
Ihave had, through the kindness of 
afriend,an opportunity of perusing 
Mr. Alexander Carson’s work, 
entitled ‘‘ The Theories of Inspi- 
ration of the Rev. Daniel Wilson, 
the Rev. Dr. Pye Smith, and the 
Rey. Dr. Dick, proved to be er- 
roneous; with remarks on the 
Christian Observer and Eclectic 
Review, 1830 ;” and I feel greatly 
confirmed in the truth of what I 
have written. If I had access to 
that learned and powerful writer, 
I would thank him for the acute- 
ness in argument, and felicity 
of illustration, which have inter- 
ested my attention. I would re- 
mind him, in the words of the late 
Mr. William Parry, that ““Gentle- 
ness of manner is not inconsist- 
ent with zeal for truth; and it is 
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undoubtedly possible to contend 
for the principles, without re- 
nouncing the spirit, of Christian- 
ity.”* I would lament that he 
should seem to be so much a 
stranger to the “‘meekness and 
gentleness of Christ.” ' 
fortiter in re is never wanting: 
the suaviter in modo almost 
always. Why should a Christian 
minister appear, like Hercules, 
with a huge, knotted club in 
his hand? The proverb says, 
‘Dip the nail in oil ; it will drive 
the better.”” TI would most res- 
pectfully intreat him, as an elder, 
to remember the pungent admo- 
nition of the apostle,—“ If ye bite 
and devour one another, take 
heed that ye be not consumed 
one of another.” Gal. v. 15. 


Tue June MEETINGs. 
To the Editorof the Baptist Magazine. 


SIR, 


Our Missionary Meetings are 
at hand. With your permission 
I wish to say a word or two res- 
pecting them. Itis, I conceive, a 
matter of some importance that 
they should be so attended and 
conducted as to exert none but a 
beneficial influence upon the great 
objects they are designed to pro- 
mote. Perhaps you will concur 
with me in thinking, that this has 
not always been the case. Some- 
times speeches have been made 
of a very questionable tendency, 
and feelings excited but little in 
accordance with the nature of 
that kingdom within us, which is 
righteousness, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 

A Missionary meeting should be 
pre-eminently distinguished by the 


+ Pref. to his ‘* Inquiry into the Nature 
and Extent of the Inspiration of the 
Apostles,” &c. 1797. 


The 


The June Meetings. 


prevalence of a lowly and de- 
votional spirit. For my own 
part, I wish there were less 
speaking and more praying. 

If our love to the Redeemer 


‘needs to be quickened, and our 


zeal in his service inflamed, in- 
stead of applying the stimulants 
of human oratory, the more effec- 
tual way would surely be to ap- 
proach to that altar of living fire, 
at which they were first enkindled. 
A Missionary prayer-meeting is, 
I am well aware, for the most part, 
but an uninviting sort of thing. 
It ought not to be so; and, while 
it is, I know not how we can 
look upon ourselves as being in 
the right temper of mind for 
Missionary work. Itis not likely, 
I fear, that the proposition would 
be entertained, were it submitted, 
to transform one of our great 
assemblies, at which speeches are 
made and speakers are applauded, 
into a Congregation of suppliants 
and intercessors at the throne of 
grace. But if this may not be 
done, and a prayer at the open- 
ing must content us, we should 
at least aim to preserve the spi- 
rituality of mind which that act 
of devotion supposes, and be upon 
our guard against whatever may 
banish or impair it. Do you 
think, Sir, that we are sufficiently 
impressed with the conviction 
that God is every thing, and that 
we are nothing? We acknow- 
ledge, it is true, the necessity of 
divine influence to give success 
to our measures, and I believe 
the acknowledgment is made in 
sincerity ; but I sometimes ques- 
tion whether the sentiment has 
taken deep hold of our hearts, 
and whether we so distinctly 


Tecognize it to ourselves as to have 


our feelings and conduct influ- 
enced by it at our great meetings. 
‘“‘Great meetings ;” so indeed we 
call them; but may another word 
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be permitted on this point? The 
attendance on the Wednesday 
evening at the Surrey chapel is 
in general good. The house is 
seldom overflowing, but comfort- 
ably filled. The meeting on 
Thursday morning is contained in 
Spa Fields Chapel; and the con- 
gregation, on Wednesday morn- 
ing, would not number for several 
years past, I suppose, above 700 
or 800 persons. 

It appears, then, that all Lon- 
don, with our friends from 
the country in addition, does not 
furnish at the first of our Mis- 
sionary services more than an 
ordinary Sabbath-day congre- 
gation; and the Report-meeting, 
out of some 8,000 or 10,000 Bap- 
tists resident in the metropolis, 
collects together only about 
1500. The Irish meeting and 
the Home Mission, sometimes, but 
not always, fill the great room at 
the City of London Tavern; the 
Stepney College sermon brings 
together 400 or 500 persons in 
Devonshire Square; the conti- 
nental mission last year just filled 
Salters Hall. And these are our 
great meetings! O, Sir, where 
is our zeal, where our co-opera- 
tion, where the Christian spirit 
by which we should provoke one 
another to love and good works ? 
I wish especially to fix the atten- 
tion of your readers, both pastors 
and people, upon the thin attend- 
ance at the Wednesday morning 
sermon. That sermon is gener- 
ally preached by some esteemed 
minister from the country, not 
always of our own denomination. 
This year, I have understood, the 
Rey. J. A. James, of Birmingham, 
was to have been the preacher, 
but Divine Providence has dis- 
appointed us. I hardly know, 
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Sir, whether it is right to feel so, 
but I have a sort of secret satis- 
faction that our lukewarmness 
is thus spared an exposure before 
that honoured minister, whose 
own congregation, every Lord’s 
day, presents him with an audience 
many times larger than all ours 
put together was likely to have 
sent him. Three years ago, I 
think it is, or four, Dr. John 
Brown, of Edinburgh, at the 
request of the committee, under- 
took this service, and it was 
painful beyond expression to see 
the empty seats on that occasion 
in the chapel in the City Road. 
If others felt as I did, they have 
not yet forgot their feelings, nor 
are likely to forget them. I could 
almost wish that the committee 
would not invite ministers of such 
respectability and talent, and 
bring them up from such dis- 
tances, until a livelier interest is 
taken im the service. But, irre- 
spectively of the preacher, there 
are considerations of another and 
unspeakably higher kind, which 
ought to induce us all to attend. 
They are too obvious to need 
pointing out; and I must not 
trespass too much on your kind- 
ness in granting a place in your 
pages to these remarks. Let me 
only add my earnest hope that 
some effort will be made, by every 
individual who reads them, to re- 
move the evil of which they com- 
plain ; and especially that pastors 
will saya word or twoonthe subject 
from their pulpits, when they give 
notice of the meetings. A word 
from them will do much. Their 
people love them, and will follow 
the voice of their Shepherds, 
I am, Sir, 
A Virrace Pastor. 
May 15, 1833, 
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Tue Vortuntary POVERTY OF 
THE REDEEMER, 


“Ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he 


was rich, yet for your sakes he. 


became poor, that ye, through 
his poverty, might be rich.” 
2 Cor. viii. 9. 

(Continued from p. 213.) 


The doctrines of divine reve- 
lation, though not delivered to us 
in a systematic form, do, never- 
theless, constitute a very sublime 
and beautiful system, the several 
truths of which are intimately 
connected, and mutually depend- 
ent on each other; so that the 
relinquishment of one important 
doctrine of the divine word in- 
volves the surrender of a second, 
—the unity broken in one part 
renders every part insecure ;—as 
the removal of one step from a 
flizht of geometrical stairs would 
endanger the entire fabric, by in- 
vading the principle on which. it 
is constructed. This is strikingly 
evinced in the case before us. To 
the inquiry, When did the Saviour 
become poor, or pass from a state 
of riches to one of poverty? the 
answer in the preceding paper 
has been—when ‘‘he took upon 
him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of 
men,”— when, by the assump- 
tion of our nature, he became 
‘‘Tmmanuel, God with us.” This 
answer, it is evident, is founded 
on the doctrine of our Saviour’s in- 
carnation; his incarnation again 
necessarily involves the fact of his 
pre-existence; while the grace 
evinced by his condescension de- 
pends entirely on the dignity of 
his original nature, and the height 
of his previous elevation. Now 
as the answer to ‘‘ Seek Truth” 
is based on these doctrines, it 
occurred to the writer, as aftord- 
ing the strongest collateral evi- 
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dence of their truth, that no solu- 
tion of the difficulty proposed 
can be furnished by those from 
whose creed the divinity and pre- 
existence of the Saviour are ex- 
cluded. Against the disciples of 
that school who maintain the sim- 
ple humanity of Christ, the ob- 
jection urged by-our correspon- 
dent remains in full force. For 
how can he be said to become 
poor, who never was rich? How 
could he manifest the virtue of 
condescension, who never was 
exalted? Jesus Christ, consi- 
dered simply as a man, came into 
the world under the influence of 
a law over which he had no con- 
trol. His poverty was not the 
result of his choice; and he never, 
at any period, rose to those 
worldly honours and distinctions 
which would have afforded him 
the opportunity of exemplifying 
the yirtue in question. He could 
notvoluntarily lay aside his riches, 
for riches he never possessed. 
‘““The foxes,” said he, ‘‘ have 
holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head.” 

The question then returns, if 
Christ were only a man, in what 
respects was he ever rich, and 
when did he become poor? The 
answer given by Mr. Belsham is, 
‘‘He was rich in miraculous 
powers, which it was at his option 
to employ for his own benefit ;” 
or, as it is expressed in the Im- 
proved Version of the New Tes- 
tament, —‘‘ that our Lord was 
rich in miraculous powers, which 
he could employ if he pleased to 
his own advantage.” 

As this appears to be the only 
intelligible meaning Unitariansare 


able to affix to the apostle’s lan- 


guage, it may not be improper to 
examine how far it will bear the 
test of fair and impartial criti-~ 
cism. 
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I. In the first place, if the 
riches here ascribed to our blessed 
Lord consisted in his power of 
working miracles, it will be natu- 
ral to inquire, what was the pre- 
cise nature of that power. Was 
it original and underived ; or was 
it imparted and dependent? If 
the former, then must the Saviour 
have been possessed of a divine 
attribute: for a power to sus- 
pend the laws of the universe at 
will, is the prerogative of Him 
only who instituted those laws, 
and first called them into ope- 
ration. But to admit this, 
would be to concede the very 
doctrine which it is the design of 
this interpretation of the passage 
to evade. 

If the latter alternative be 
adopted, viz.: that the power 
which Jesus Christ possessed of 
working miracles was imparted to 
him, and mm its exercise entirely 
dependent on the will of his hea- 
venly Father—then, in what res- 
pects did our blessed Lord differ 
from his apostles, who were also 
in possession of a similar power, 
derived from the same Almighty 
source, and who were never 
known to abuse that power by 
turning it to purposes of personal 
agerandisement? Possessed of 
the same means of wealth, they 
continued in a state of poverty 
as well as their Lord and Master. 
“Silver and gold,” said they, 
“we have none;” and they said 
this on an occasion when they 
were about to exercise miraculous 
power for a benevolent purpose. 
Why, then, should our admira- 
tion be fixed exclusively on the 
Redeemer; and _ be directed 
thither throughout the writings 
of the very men, whose lives— 
according to this view of the 
subject — furnish corresponding 
illustrations of the same mag- 
nanimous and anti-selfish virtue ? 
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Is there any intermediate line 
between these extremes? Will 
it be said, that our Saviour was in 
possession of miraculous agency, 
in a sense in which it was not 
entrusted to any of his disciples ? 
—that with Him the power was 
discretionary —at his own disposal 
—the exercise of it depending 
solely on his’ own will? This 
gratuitous assumption is still beset 
with insuperable difficulties. What 
is a power to control, suspend, or 
reverse the established laws of the 
universe at pleasure, short of Om- 
nipotence! And what is Omni- 
potence but a divine attribute ? 
And if one divine attribute may 
be communicated, why not ano- 
ther ?—-whynot all? — which would 
lead us to the impious absurdity 
of a created deity! Moreover, 
would it not be an impeachment 
of the wisdom of the infinite 
Jehovah to suppose that he would 
entrust a power, capable of such 
fearful results, to the hands of 
a *peccable and fallible” mor- 
tal like ourselves, who, according 
to our opponents, was ever liable 
to err, and whose error of judg- 
ment, if sustained by such potency 
of action, would have exposed to 
peril all the existing relations in the 
creation, and the highest destinies 
of its sons. While we regard 
this power as residing exclusively 
with the Deity, through whatever 
instrumentality it may be exer- 
cised, we feel that our interests 
are safe, and our hearts are satis- 
fied. _Omnipotence is here asso- 
ciated with infallibility : if his arm 
is almighty, ‘‘ his understanding 
also is infinite,” But could we for 
one moment regard miraculous 
agency as transferred to human 
hands, that moment our confi- 
dence would be exchanged for 
anxiety and dismay. 

On sucha supposition, likewise, 
miracles would cease to be an infal- 


264 


lible test of truth, since they would 


ture of a divine hand. On this 
account Jesus Christ, considered 
as a teacher, would be greatly 
inferior to the prophets who pre- 


ceded him, and to his own disciples — 


and followers. His credentials, 
as amessenger from heaven, would 
be less satisfactory than theirs. 
The God of eternal truth gave 
testimony to the verity of their 


message, ‘‘ bearing them witness | 


by signs and wonders, and divers 
miracles.” And this testimony 
was continued after the bodily 
presence of their Saviour was 
withdrawn : ‘*The Lord working 
with them and confirming the 
word with signs following.” But 
under what different and disad- 
vantageous circumstances is the 
Saviour presented to us, ifdivested 
of his own personal divinity, and 
cut off from those divine attesta- 
tions. which accompanied the 
miracles of others! On what 
ground could he rest his claims 
to be received as the Messiab, or 
challenge belief to the verity and 
authority’ of his instructions ? 
What evidence would miracles 
supply to the correctness of his 
doctrines, to enable him to say 
to his enemies, ‘““The works which 
I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me,’’—or to his 
friends, ‘‘ Believe me for the very 
works’ sake?” If the evidence 
supplied by miracles constitute one 
of the main pillars of Christianity, 
surely that evidence should be most 
apparent in reference to its acknow- 
ledged founder. But here it would 
be wholly wanting. The hypothesis 
which transfers this power to a cre- 
ated being, destroys its validity as 
an infallible test of moral truth. 
On this subject, Dr. Wardlaw, 
with his accustomed force of rea- 
soning, remarks: ‘‘ If miraculous 
power was entirely a discretionary 


! 
| 
i 
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no longer bear the seal and signa- | 
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power, lodged in the hands and 
placed at the will of its possessor, 
to be used for any purpose he 
pleased ;— then, what security 
have we that it has, in every in- 
stance, been used agreeably to 
the design for which it was bes- 
towed—always in support of 
truth, and never of error—always 
for the accomplishment of divine, 
and never of selfish ends? The 
very expression that it was “‘at 
his option” how he should employ 
this power,—at the option of a 
man like ourselves, subject to 
the perverting influence of human 
infirmities and human passions,— 
supposes the possibility of the 
one, as well as of the other: and 
thus a miracle, however fully 
ascertained, ceases to be a con- 
clusive evidence of truth, or a cer- 
tain indication of the Divine will.” 

Il. If the Saviour’s riches con- 
sisted in miraculous agency—the 
question still remains, when did 
he become poor? This interpre- 
tation of the passage makes no 
provision for that reverse of cir- 
cumstances, which is supposed to 
constitute a distinguishing feature 
in the history of the illustrious 
person referred to. The power of 
working miracles continued with 
our blessed Lord during the whole 
course of his ministry, with undimi- 
nished splendour, and with irre- 
sistible evidence. One of the 
most striking exercises of it occur- 
red within a very short period of 
his decease, when he called his 
friend Lazarus from the grave, 
and restored him who had been 
dead four days to the affec- 
tionate embrace of his disconso- 
late relatives. And when the 
existence of this power was no 
longer evinced in summoning 
from the invisible world the spirits 
of the departed, and in rekind- 
ling the vital energy of others— 
a still more striking manifestation 
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of it was afforded in the promised 
resuscitation of his own. ‘‘ Des- 
troy this temple,” said he to his 
enemies, “and in three days I will 
raise it up.” ‘* When, therefore, 
he was risen from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had 
said this unto them; and they 
believed the Scripture, and the 
word which Jesus had said.” If, 
then, the riches of our Lord con- 
sisted in his miraculous powers— 
when were these powers with- 
drawn, or when were they relin- 
quished? And had they been 
either, how would his poverty in 
this respect have contributed to 
the riches of his disciples ? 

The writer is not ignorant of 
the attempt which has been made 
to evade the force of this argu- 
ment by recurring to the original 
language—no uncommon subter- 
fuge amongst critics of a certain 
school, whose philological skill is, 
alas! too evidently employed, on 
some occasions, not to elicit the 
recondite meaning of a passage, 
but to escape from its obvious 
import. We are reminded that 
the English word became, denoting 
transition, is not necessary to a 
faithful rendering of the original, 
which is susceptible of a meaning 
synonymous with continued or 
remained, making the riches and 
poverty of the Redeemer to be 
simultaneous, and not, as our ver- 
sion of the text denotes, a trans- 
ition from the oneto the other. It 
appears, however, from the best 
authorities, that all which can be 
fairly claimed by our opponents, 
on the score of philology, is, that 
the original word is susceptible of 
either translation—that it is some- 
times employed to denote simply 
the idea of existence, and at 
others, a passing from one state 
of being to another. This is the 
whole that biblical erudition can 
demand, and this is readily 
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grantea.* But when the doctrine 
of a text is suspended on the im- 
port of a term which is suscep- 
tible of two interpretations, the 
connexion in which it occurs is 
the only safe and legitimate rule, 
to determine which shall be 
adopted. On this principle, the 
sense in which Paul employs the 
word in question is easily ascer- 
tained. 

There are, apparently at least, 
two transitions introduced into 
the passage. That of the people 
of God from a state of degrada- 
tion and poverty, to one of honour 
and opulence, — that of the 
Saviour from a state of glory and 
riches, to one of meanness and 
poverty; and these transitions 
are not only connected as cause 
and effect, but they are placed 
in direct contrast, constituting the 
ascending and descending coun- 
terparts of each other. Now the 
idea of transition will surely not 
be excluded from both these allu- 
sions; but if it be expelled from 
the one, while it is retained in the 
other, the point and beauty of 
the antithesis is lost. 

III. If Socinians are not able 
to dispose of the idea of transition 
from the passage, they certainly 
have succeeded in reversing its 
terms. Regarding Jesus Christ 
simply as a man, and his miracu- 
lous powers as constituting his 
riches, then, his riches did not pre- 
cede, but were subsequent to his 
poverty. His poverty commenced 
at his birth; his miraculous 
powers with his public ministry : 
he merged from obscurity into 
notice,—he ascended from weak- 


* In acritique in the Eclectic Re- 
view, Vol. v. p. 340, after a critical 
analysis of the original word, it is affirm- 
ed, that ‘it occurs six times in the Old 
Testament aud Apocrypha, and always in 
the sense of transition from comfort or 
opulence to poverty.” 
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ness into strength,—he rose from 
poverty to riches ; and hence the 
Socinian creed acts upon the 
passage, somewhat as the camera 
obscura is known to do on the 
natural world, presenting the 


images of its respective objects: 


exactly in an inverted position. 

IV. Finally. If the grace here 
referred to—constituting so pro- 
minent a feature in the character 
of our Lord—consisted merely in 
his non-appropriation of miracu- 
lous agency to his personal bene- 
fit, then it fails as an example of 
the virtue it is adduced to illus- 
trate, and supplies no motive to 
its exercise. 

It is obvious that the apostle’s 
design, in the chapter whence the 
verse is taken, is to urge on the 
members of the church at Corinth 
the important duty of Christian 
liberality. This he does by re- 
eurring to different motives :— 
such as virtuous emulation — 
citing the examples of the churches 
in Macedonia, whose ‘‘ deep 
poverty had -abounded to the 
riches of their liberality .’”’—their 
own honour and consistency as 
a Christian church —‘ Therefore 
as ye abound in every thing, in 
faith, and utterance, and know- 
ledge, and in all diligence; see 
that ye abound in this grace also :” 
—and, lastly, by an appeal to our 
Saviour’s example; and to their 
acknowledged obligations to him 
as the author of all their 
spiritual distinctions. ‘‘ For ye 
know,” says he, ‘‘ the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor,” &c. 

To those who connect this 
passage with the incarnation of 
the Redeemer,—his sufferings and 
death,—it will at once supply a 
splendid illustration of the virtue 
in question, and a cogent motive 
to its exercise. Never was mu- 
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nificence exhibited on such @ 


- scale—never were blessings bes- 
| towed at the expense of so costly 


a sacrifice. Think, as if Paul 
had said, of what you owe to 
your Redeemer, and thence learn 
how deep the obligation you are 
under to administer to the neces- 
sities of his disciples. 

Here the example is pointed, 
and the motive deduced from it 
is direct and powerful. But, if 
the Unitarian version of the pas- 
sage be adopted, the former be- 
comes inappropriate, and the 
latter feeble, if not wholly inef- 
ficient. That Jesus Christ did 
not avail himself of supernatural 
agency, to escape from ignominy, 
or to secure for himself opulence 
and honour, is certainly true ; but 
the bearing of such a truth on 
the duty of Christian liberality 
it is not easy to perceive. The 
design of the apostle was not to 
warn the Corinthians against the 
folly of availing themselves of 
all and every means within their 
power to add to their riches; 
but to urge upon them the duty 
of relinquishing a portion of their 
worldly substance to meet the 
wants and mitigate the woes of 
others. His argument is not 
pointed against an ambitious 
spirit, eager in the pursuit of 
earthly treasure, and expending 
too large a portion of time and 
energy in its accumulation; but 
rather against an avaricious and 
anti-social one,—against that 
tenacity which Christians some- 
times manifest, who retain with 
too firm a grasp those blessings 
with which Providence has en- 
trusted them as the almoners of 
his bounty. 

Now, in what way does that 
specific grace in our Saviour’s 
character which the Unitarian 
version of the passage supplies— 
the grace of refraining to enrich 
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himself, though in full possession 
of the means of doing so—in 
what way can the most striking 
exemplification of such a virtue 
be made to illustrate and enforce 
the claims of Christian charity? 
In the example referred to, the vir- 
tue appears under a negative form; 
the duty inculcated is one of a 
positive and absolute character. 
In the former, we contemplate 
that noble indifference to worldly 
good which refuses to collect its 
stores; in the latter, the exercise 
of that generous benevolence 
which delights to scatter and 
diffuse its blessings. But by 
what principle of analogy can 
the one be adduced as a pattern 
and precedent for the other? 
Between the two there appears 
to be no point of contact, no 
link of connexion, no feature of 
family resemblance. 

The miraculous agency of our 
Lord, if viewed in relation to 
the mode in which it was actu- 
ally employed, instead of that in 
which it was not, might indeed 
suggest an example in favour of 
Christian charity, smce these ma- 
nifestations of his power were-al- 
most as uniformly the indications 
of his beneficence. ‘‘ And in that 
same hour,” the sacred historian 
informs us, ‘‘ he cured many of 
their infirmities and plagues, and 
of evil spirits; and unto many 
that were blind he gave sight :” 
in this way he went about doing 
good —“healing all manner of 
sickness, and all manner of dis- 
ease among the people.” But it 
is not under this aspect that the 
Unitarian exposition of the pas- 
sage presents the subject. Not 
what our Saviour did for others, but 
what he omitted to do for himself. 
But here the analogy fails; and 
Paul is supposed to pass over 
that view of the case which is 
certainly the most apposite, in 
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favour of one which is altogether 
foreign from his purpose. What 
wonder that such readers of the 
sacred page, should fancy them- 
selves to have discovered in its 
writers, instances of “‘false and 
inconclusive reasoning !”” 

In pursuance of the same line 
of argument, too, it may be ob- 
served that Jesus Christ, con- 
sidered as aman, could have been 
in possession of no powers but 
such as were imparted to him; 
and, considered under the charac- 
ter of a delegate, of no super- 
natural powers, but what were 
imparted to him for a_ specific 
purpose. Was his own personal 
aggrandisement included in the 
purpose for which Christ, as the 
instructor of mankind, was in- 
vested with miraculous power? 
If it were not (and it is presumed 
that no one will take the affirm- 
ative side of the question), then 
where is the virtue of not having 
so employed it? Would not 
such a misapplication of miracu- 
lous agency have been a breach 
of trust—an abuse of confidence 
—a perversion of powers that 
would have incurred the hazard 
of their withdrawment ?— What is 
the virtue ‘suggested by such a 
view of the subject? Is it: pru- 
dence, which foresees the conse- 
quences of an action and avoids 
it? Is it official fidelity, the 
absence of which would. be fatal 
to all pretensions to moral excel- 
lence? Would the apostle have 
referred to either of these virtues, 
in order to enforce the claims of 
Christian liberality? Prudence 
acts rather as an impediment than 
as an impulse to the exercise of 
charity. Between integrity and 
generosity, Paul draws a broad 
line of distinction when he says, 
“ Scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die; yet, peradventure, for a 
good (i.e. a benevolent man,) some 
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would even dare to die.” Was 
itlikely that the same writer should 
afterward introduce one of these 
virtues as illustrative of the 
other, and as an incentive to its 
cultivation? According to the 


Unitarian version of the text, it is- 


even difficult to ascertain what 
is the precise grace to which the 
apostle alludes; whereas he evi- 
dently refers to one which con- 
stituted a prominent feature in the 
character of our Lord, and which 
was most familiar to the minds 
of those whom he was addressing: 
‘“For ye know,” says he, “ the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
-—and it is fatal to any interpre- 
tation of the passage which leaves 
for one moment in doubt the cha- 
racter of that grace which is re- 
presented as so conspicuous. 

The incarnation of the Re- 
deemer, and the sublime and glo- 
rious truths connected with it, 
constitute the vital principles of 
divine Revelation. ‘The effect 
of this great fact,’ Mr. Hall ob- 
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serves, ‘on every one who has 
sufficient humility to believe the 
word of God, is not at all dimi- 
nished by its mysterious grandeur; 
on the contrary, the fact itself is 
replete with moral influence and 
practical effect.’ But expel these 
associated mysteries from the re- 
cords of divine truth; and what 
remains that is adapted to our 
circumstances, as sinners con- 
scious of guilt, as penitents anx- 
ious for pardon? The Bible be- 
comes a sealed book. Reason 
seeks in vain to decipher its terms 
and reconcile its statements: 
while piety—if piety can exist 
in the absence of those doc- 
trines which nourish and sustain 
it—will peruse the various parts 
of the sacred volume, with emo- 
tions akin to those with which 
we gaze on the countenance of a 
friend, whose features death has 
despoiled of the expression and 
the intelligence that once ani- 
mated and enlightened them. 


G. T. 
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THE POVERTY OF CHRIST, 
2 Cor, viii. 9. 
The people of the mighty sea, » 
Securely hide in crystal domes, 
The idle drone, the lab’ring bee, 
Know where to find their little homes, 
The ray’nous lion of the wood 
Can boast a shelter from the beat ; 
The subtle fox, who preys on blood, 
When weary, seeks his cool retreat, 


The feath’ry tribes, of varied strain, 
Who wing their fleeting lives away, 
Have nests ; and serpents of the plain 
Possess a nest as well as they. 
Sure, then, the wondrous Lord of all 
Hath roofs of gold !—No, not a shed ! 
A child—his lodging is a stall ! 
A man—no place to lay his head ! 


- 


SUBMISSION UNDER AFFECVING 
DOMESTIC BEREAVEMENTS., 
“ The will of the Lord be done.” 

Great Arbiter of life and death! 
We bow to thy decree ; 

From Thee we first receiv’d the breath 
We yield again to Thee. 


Friendship, so choice, is borrowed bliss; 
Thy hand bestowed the loan ; 

And oft, with point, reminds of this, 
By claiming back thine own. 


The dear domestic pleasures past— 
Those social sweets enjoyed— 

No more return, to bless our taste, 
But leave a painful void, 

With friends who twine around the 

heart, 

(Experience best can tell) 

How hard—how very hard to part, 
And bid the long farewell ! 


Thou, who canst clear the darkest day, 
Or cloud the brightest sun, 
Grant us submission still to say, 
“ Thy will, O Lord, be done.” 
O help us, at thy sovereign call 
Each comfort to resign ; 
Our health, our friends, our earthly all 
And lose our will in thine. 
Thus sooth’d, with sentiments so pure, 
May we serene retire ; 
Thus arm’d, the ills of life endure ; 
Or, thus prepar’d, expire ! 
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REVIEWS AND BRIEF NOTICES. 


Personal Religion Vindicated, in Relation 
to Christian Baptism. By Isatau 
Birr. pp. 56.—Bagster. Wightman. 


The perusal of this treatise has 
afforded us unmixed and complete 
satisfaction, because, as it appears 
to us, the important question of 
Christian Baptism is here placed 
on its proper basis, and tried by its 
proper criterion. Here is, indeed, 
no ostentation of learning or of 
criticism; here are no disquisitions 
on covenants; nor are we enter- 
tained by the confutation of inge- 
nious inferences: but we have, 
what we conceive to be of infinitely 
more avail in this controversy, a 
direct and devout appeal to the na- 
ture and genius of the kingdom of 
Christ. This author has, very 
wisely, excluded from his argu- 
ment the numerous incidental to- 
pics which have been usually in- 
troduced by writers on Baptism, 
but which are little relevant to the 
matter, and have served, chiefly, to 
prolong the discussion, by embar- 
rassing the one party, and assisting 
the escape of the other. Hitherto, 
the Baptists have been generally 
placed on the defensive, and the 
form and details of the controversy 
have therefore been at the disposal 
of their Pedobaptist brethren, 
whom it has been deemed necessary 
to answer in every particular, lest 
there should be the appearance of 
shrinking from any one point in 
dispute: but Mr. Birt is not reply- 
ing to any attack, nor is he assailing 
any individual writer; his subject 
is, simply, the Inconsistency of In- 
fant Baptism with the Spirituality 
of the Kingdom of Christ; and, 
therefore, he has to do with nothing 
but that which is essential to the 


character and worship of the Gos- 
pel Dispensation. Taking his stand 
on ground which is common to all 
the faithful, and resting the ordi- 
nance of Baptism (where alone it 
can be consistently rested) eaxclu- 
sively on the commission of Christ, 
he shows more clearly, that the 
baptism of babes, neither being in- 
cluded in that commission, nor oc- 
cupying any portion of that ground, 
is not a Divine appointment, but 
an incongruous invention of. men. 
Thus, the course of his argument 
directs itself, with peculiar pun- 
gency, to the judgments and con- 
sciences of those who maintain the 
entire spirituality, and conse- 
quently the exclusive personality, 
of the Christian religion, in every 
point, except in that which so evi- 
dently and so emphatically involves 
it, viz., the initiation of subjects 
to the kingdom of Christ; and, at 
the same time, proves that nothing 
can be more contradictory to the 
declarations of our Lord to Nico- 
demus than the church-member- 
ship of babes. 

The writer of this Vindication 
does not treat on the mode of bap- 
tism ; not because he has any hesi- 
tation in believing that immersion 
is the appointment of Christ; or 
because he conceives a compliance 
with his will in this point to be a 
matter of indifference; but it does 
not enter into his present design, 
which is, to show that to baptize in- 
fants, whether by dipping or sprink~ 
ling them, is equally inconsistent 
with the maintenance of personal 
piety, and the spirituality of the 
gospel dispensation. Besides, as 
he justly observes :— 

“Immersion is by no means peculiar 
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to the Baptists. It is of universal prac- 
tice, not only in the Greek church, but 
also in the Asiatic churches, and is still 
the law (and obligatory when required ) 
in the church of England. It is by the 
exclusive admission to baptism of those 
who make a personal profession of faith, 
that the Baptists are discriminated from 
the rest of the Christian world, In this 
they stand alone; and this would ren- 
der them as distinct a denomination in 
Russia, where infants are dipped, as in 
England, where they are sprinkled.” 


Review.— Birt on 


With regard to the subjects of 
baptism, a question which involves 
the constitution of Christ’s church, 
and the very nature of his religion, 
Mr. Birt proposes, in the outset, a 
series of solemn and pointed ingui- 
ries, which in his subsequent pages 
he answers and applies. Of these, 
however, our limits confine us to a 
selection. 


«The question, in truth, is, whether 
unconsciousness and neutrality, which 
are inadmissible in every other yoca- 
tion, are compatible with the Christian 
profession and the kingdom of God? 
Whether men have influence, power, or 
authority, to communicate Christianity 
otherwise than by instruction, viz., by 
teaching and preaching the gospel? 
Whether the ordinance of baptism is an 
exception in the gospel scheme, or a 
congenial and vital member of that spi- 
ritual, heavenly, and divine system? 
And, whether the profession of Chris- 
tianity ought to be a matter of mere im- 
position, or, without exception, of free 
conviction and choice ?” 


This pamphlet is divided into 
two sections. In the first of these, 
the author undertakes to maintain 
the necessary and invariable spi- 
rituality of the religion of Christ ; 
proposing, afterwards, to show that 
a service which is at variance with 
this truth can have no just preten- 
sion to be considered as an ordi- 
nance of religious worship. . Of 
this section we should have been 
glad to have given an abridgment: 
but this writer’s style is so full of 
matter that it is almost impossible 
further to condense it. It exhibits 
one of the most succinct, yet per- 
spicuons, convincing, and edifying 
illustrations, which our language 
contains, of that great axiom of our 
Lord, ‘God is a Spirit: and they 
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that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” Apart 
from the argument, it is highly 
valuable ; and brought, asit subse- 
quently is, to bear upon the argu- 
ment, we deem it irresistible. __ 

In the second section, Mr. Birt, 
as a Baptist, finds himself at issue, 
both with members of the Church 
of England, and with Padobaptist 
Dissenters; and he very properly 
notices the fundamental difference 
between those two bodies, with re- 
spect to the ordinance of baptism. 
The principles avowed in the formu- 
laries of the Church of England 
are precisely those for which the 
Baptists contend: but, while the 
Baptists adhere invariably to those 
principles, Churchmen have resorted 
to the miserable devise of sponsors, 
and thereby have reduced them- 
selves to the alternative of con- 
demning either their principles or 
their practice. With the incon- 
gruity of proxies at baptism, is 
suitably associated the popish no- 
tion of baptismalregeneration ; and, 
as Mr. B. observes,-— 


“©One would suppose that those who 
claim to themselves the power of con- 
verting unconscious babes into members 
of the church by such a process, cannot 
be greatly surprised at them who, by an 
analogous pretension, arrogate to them- 
selves the power of transforming an un- 
conscious wafer into the head of the 
church. One party in transubstantia- 
tion, makes the head; and the other, in 
baptism, makes the members.” 


The difference, however, be- 
tween the Baptists and their Pedo- 
baptist Dissenting brethren, is, not- 
withstanding their entire agreement 
on other points, a difference of prin- 
ciple as well as practice. Indeed it 
is difficult to assign the principle on 
which the latter do actually ground 
the baptism of infants, on account 
of the almost endless varieties of 
Opinion prevailing among them- 
selves, both with respect to the war- 
rant, and the spiritual blessings 


conferred : as our author says, hay- 


ing neither scriptural command nor 
example for their guidance, and 
being wholly unsupported by the 
essential characteristics of religion, 
they are like mariners at sea with- 
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outacompass. ‘It issingular, how- 
ever,” headds, “ that notwithstand- 
ing this undefined and unsettled 
state of opinion respecting the 
ground of infant baptism, our bre- 
thren are strictly united in practice, 
not only among themselves, but 
with the Church of England, and 
even with the Church of Rome. 
They all baptize their babes, and 
never reject each other’s baptisms.” 
Most reluctantly do we yield to 
the necessity imposed by our limits, 
of refraining from giving copious 
extracts from the author’s power- 
ful appeal to the religious princi- 
ples of his Independent brethren. 
The ground of the appeal is this, 


“Tf religion be essentially personal, 
every religious service must be so, and, 
therefore baptism. Infant baptism, 
however, is not a personal act; it is 
consequently not a religious act; and, 
therefore, not entitled to be esteemed 
as an ordinance of divine worship, or of 
Christian institution.” 


On this statement, an earnest and 
affectionate expostulation is ad- 
dressed to them, embracing a va- 
riety of appropriate and important 
topics. They are reasoned with, 
on the inconsistency of adopting, 
in this matter only, a secondary 
idea of religion—of retrograding to 
an inferior and abolished economy 
—of excluding their baptized babes 
from all particular churches, while 
they acknowledge them to be mem- 
bers of the general church—of be- 
lieving that God bestows spiritual 
blessings on those who remain un- 
regenerate-—of making a distinc- 
tion between the everlasting condi- 
tion of dying babes—and of many 
other inconsistencies; and the con- 
clusion is, that-— 


“Tnfant baptism is something anti- 
christian in the very bosom of Chris- 
tianity—an idol in the midst of the tem- 
ple of the living God—and an idol, 
whose voice is directly opposed to the 
authority of the Lord of the temple, and 
to the welfare and safety of the wor- 


shippers.”—p. 52. 


The foregoing brief and imper- 
fect analysis will, at least, enable 
our readers to form an idea of the 
rule of controversy observed in 
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this work. To us it appears to be 
infallible, and also to be the only 
one by which the question can be 
finally determined ; nor can we re- 
sist the persuasion that, ere long, 
among real Christians, it will be 
universally recognized. Let the 
spirituality of the kingdom of 
Christ, which all true believers re- 
joice to maintain, be invariably and 
without exception regarded, and 
it will follow ‘‘that religion is 
wholly personal, having its com- 
mencement in the new birth, and 
uniformly manifesting itself by re- 
pentance, faith, love, and obedi- 
ence.’ The common sentiment of 
them who are taught of God is, 
“that the church of Christ at large 
is composed of all those, and of 
those only, who are renewed by his 
Spirit, who believe in his name, and 
who, from a principle of love to him, 
keep hiscommandments.” Let but 
that sentiment be carried with per- 
fect consistency into practice, and 
there will be no longer any dispute 
among them about the subjects of 
baptism. At any rate, this writer 
has most unsparingly submitted 
his own sentiments and practice to 
the test of the gospel: it remains 
to be seen if they who differ from 
him are willing to ‘‘do likewise.” 


The Private Life of our Lord Jesus Christ 
considered as an Example to all his Dis- 
ciples, and a Demonstration of his Mis- 
sion. By Tuomas Witt1ams.—Wight- 
man. 


The Editor of the ‘‘ Cottage 
Bible” is a veteran in the Christian 
warfare, who has been long known 
to the public, and the work now 
before us, which is dedicated to Mr. 
Jay, will not detract from his well- 
earned reputation. 

Without pledging ourselves to 
the correctness of every opinion it 
contains, we have great pleasure in 
giving it our cordial recommenda- 
tion as a work of substantial merit. 
The materials have been carefully 
digested in his own mind during the 
last thirty years. The arrangement 
is lucid and comprehensive, embrac- 
ing almostevery particular recorded 
by the four Evangelists. The style 
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is marked by simplicity and ease, 
and is often very beautiful ; and the 
spirit that breathes from every page 
is truly Christian in a high degree. 

We heartily wish that his life may 


be spared, that he may be permitted | 
to publish several other valuable- 


works, which he has announced as 
‘in a considerable degree of for- 
wardness,” 

The work is divided into twenty- 
two chapters, and we should feel 
disposed to copy ‘‘the contents,’ but 
we hope our readers will possess 
themselves of the volume, which is 
very neatly got up, and sold at a 
low price. 

In some few things of minor con- 
sideration, we have not the pleasure 
of agreeing with Mr, Williams; 
and, in the prospect of his being 
called upon to revise this work for 
a second edition, we shall respect- 
fully submit to him a few particu- 
lars. 

1. In p. 91, the author, when 

writing on our Lord’s temptation, 
' says, ‘‘it seems impossible to main- 
tain the merit of his obedience, if 
it were naturally impossible for him 
to fail therein.” We humbly con- 
ceive that we are not permitted to 
speak of the two Adams as of two 
mere men; for the second was the 
Lord from heaven :—that the human 
nature of Christ never existed sepa- 
tately:—that his obedience was 
meritorious, because he was not 
originally under the law, but came 
under it by a voluntary incarnation. 
Knowing the correctness of the 
author’s sentiments respecting the 
mysterious person of Christ, we 
hope he will revise this passage: by 
adding only a few words, we think 
he will guard it from misapprehen- 
sion. 

2. In p. 198, Mr. Williams ob- 
serves, ‘not only did Jesus teach 
Pharisees and Doctors of the law 
(as was Nicodemus), but he conde- 
scended to teach little children also. 
Indeed, these were his favourite 
pupils; and, while the former gene- 
rally rejected his instructions, the 
latter formed his kingdom: ‘ Of 
such, (said he,) is the kingdom of 
heaven.’” Now we do not recollect 
reading of the divine teacher’s 
giving instruction to little children, 
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nor of their being his ‘ favourite 
pupils:” nor can we imagine that 
the worthy author supposes the sub- 
jects of the Messiah’s kingdom to 
be little children as such. The 
Evangelists plainly intend to inform 
us that the disciples of Christ must 
resemble little children. They were 
“ models to his disciples.”—See p. 
243. 

3. Baptism is an “ irritating and 
unpleasant subject,” p.89. We have 
no desire to irritate our venerable 
friend, while we copy his words. 
“‘That both the subject and admi- 
nistrator went down into the water 
is expressly said in some instances, 
(asin Philip baptizing the eunuch 
of Candace), but that either went 
under the water I am not certain, 
and will not contend respecting.” 
We shall not ask Mr. Williams to 
tax his ingenuity to show why they 
went down into the water, if it were 
not for the purpose of immersion ; 
but he will permit us to remind him 
that baptizing is burying according 
to Rom. vi. 4, Coloss. ii, 12. And, 
therefore, he may be certain that the 
candidate ‘‘ went under the water.” 
Nicodemus was taught that the dis- 
ciples of Jesus must be ‘‘ born of 
water,” as well as of the Spirit; and 
we can confidently recommend the 
exposition Mr. Williams has given 
of that passage as very judicious, 
and happily expressed. See p. 147. 

4. As to the Lord’s Prayer, Mr. 
Williams thinks it strange that Dr. 
Gill and Professor Witsius should 
admit that our Lord borrowed from 
Jewish writers most of the petitions 
it includes. And he exclaims, 
‘““Who were the Rabbies of that 
age?” But Dr. Gill can show him 
they were the Rabbies of an earlier 
age, who probably had been taught 
by some of Ezra’s great synagogue. 
(See our vol. for 1832, p. 146.) We 
earnestly wish our worthy friend 
would read p. 10 of Dr. Gill’s Pre- 
face to his exposition of the New 
Testament, he would see there that 
with respect to the great work of 
Maimonides, “ though this work was 
compiled about the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, yet, inasmuch 
as it is only a compendium of the 
Mishnah and Talmud, and a collec- 
tion of the various traditions of the 


Review.—Memoir of Rev. G. Burder. 


elders, and of the ciyil and canon 
law of the Jews in ages past, it is to 
be considered, as to the matter and 
substance of it, as of equal anti- 
quity with the Misnic and Talmudic 
writings. 

But we must forbear, and con- 
clude with a very striking passage 
from p. 399. 

“Tilustrious Saviour! Methinks I 
see him, as he is concluding his farewell 
conversation with his apostles, extend- 
ing his hands to bestow on them his pa- 
ternal blessing, with the scars of honour 
—the marks of crucifixion on his body ! 
Behold, his countenance kindles with ex- 
pressions of tenderness and love, while 
all their eyes and hearts are fixed on 
him, as those of Elisha were upon Eli- 
jah, when he rose from the banks of 
Jordan, while he waited to catch his 
falling mantle! (2 Kings ii, 12, &c.) 
Supported by an unseen power, he gra- 
dually arises from the earth—a cloud de- 
scends, and bears him to the skies. At 
the same time, two heavenly messengers 
descend in white apparel, and thus ad- 
dress his wonder-struck disciples: ‘Ye 
men of Galilee! why stand ye thus 
gazing up into heayen? This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come, in like manner, 
as ye have seen him go into heaven;’ 
referring, as I conceive, to his coming 
again at the last day to judgment. (Acts 
i. 10, 11.) Oh, that we may be pre- 
pared to meet him !” 


Memoir of the Rev. George Burder, Au- 
thor of “ Village Sermons,” and Seere- 
tary to the London Missionary 
Society. By Henry Forsrer Bur- 
per, D. D.—Westley and Davis. 
The “ Village Sermons” would 

have immortalized the name of 

George Burder, if he had written 

nothing else. But the Christian 

cause was greatly promoted by his 
being, for a long course of years, 
the Editor of the Evangelical Mag- 
azine, and the Secretary of the 

London Missionary Society. 

Few, among good men, have been 
more honoured in life than the 
venerable man whose life is now 
before us. Few have been more 
honoured in death: and his son 
Henry has done himself great ho- 
nour in this monument of filial 
piety. 

The late Rev. George Burder 
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was born in London, June 5th, 
1752 ; began to exercise his minis- 
try at Lancaster in 1778; after- 
wards at Coventry, in 1783; came 
to Fetter Lane, in London, in 1803, 
and died at the house of his young- 
est son, Dr. Thomas H. Burder, 
in Brunswick Square, May 29th, 
1832. 

A considerable part of the vo- 
lume presents a very interesting 
account, which Mr. Burder had 
himself prepared for the use of his 
family ; and it is strongly marked 
by that deep seriousness, that sim- 
plicity of expression, and that sweet 
savour of Christ, with which every 
good man who ever knew him 
must have been greatly delighted. 

In perusing this admirable me- 
moir, some of our aged friends who 
can remember Whitefield, and Wes- 
ley, and Toplady, and Captain 
Scott, and Fletcher of Madeley, 
aud Berridge of Everton, and Ro- 
binson of Leicester, and Ryland of 
Northampton, will catch a glimpse 
again of the dear friends, and per- 
haps the guides, of their youth. 

Many of the anecdotes scattered 
through these pages are not only 
amusing, but valuable in a high 
degree, because they show the state 
of the country as it was fifty or 
sixty years ago, and the holy cou- 
rage displayed by those who intro- 
duced the gospel into many of the 
towns and villages where now it 
flourishes and bears fruit. 

The appendix includes ‘ Brief 
Memoirs of Mrs. Sarah Burder, 
wife of the Rev. George Burder ; 
and of Miss Sophia Maria Burder,” 
which, under the divine blessing, 
cannot fail to be edifying to all who 
read them, 

This is a family book of no or- 
dinary worth. It forcibly reminds 
us of the family affection of the 
Henrys and their children, whose 
praise is in all our churches. 

We cannot forbear transcribing a 
few lines on this subject, from p. 
375. 

“Tnhis family he could not but be 
loved. His affectionate and delicate 
attentions to my honoured and beloved 
mother, in assiduously consulting her 
comfort, and convenience, and inclina- 
tions, as wellas her health, at once did 
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justice to his own feelings, and to her 
surpassing worth. His own example 
taught his children most impressively 
to honour as well as to love their mo- 
ther. Both the parents ruled by love, 
and thus rendered their home and their 
fireside most attractive and pleasurable 
to their children. ‘I never met with 
any person,’ says one of my brothers, 
‘who uniformly took such pains as 
my father to render himself agreeable 
to his family.’ He imparted as much 
pleasure by his conversation at home as 
abroad, and was always willing to listen 
with kind attention to the remarks 
even of an inexperienced child. He 
was accustomed to relate to his family 
any interesting circumstances which 
had occurred during the day; and 
thus he inspired them with a lively 
interest in his own benevolent pur- 
suits.” 

We should not forget to add, 
that this volume is embellished 
with an excellent likeness of Mr. 
Burder and a fac-simile of his hand- 
writing. Many of our young read- 
ers will be touched with the beau- 
tiful and tender lines at the end of 
the book: ‘Lines written by Miss 
Sophia Burder, and presented to 
her father on the day of his attain- 
ing his seventieth year,” 


The Life of the Poet, William Cowper, 
Esq., &c. &c. By Tuomas Taytor, 
—Smith, Elder, and Co. Cornhill. 


This beautiful octavo will be, no 
doubt, and most deservedly, a very 
popular work: the name of Cow- 
per is so fragrant still, and such 
magic is in his song. In epistolary 
correspondence, too, he is almost, if 
not entirely, without an equal. 

Mr. Taylor has availed himself 
judiciously of the voluminous bio- 
graphy by Hayley, Johnson, and 
others. We have great pleasure 
in adding that he has exhibited 
much piety, good sense, and cor- 
rectness of taste in his compilation, 
and the reflections he has inter- 
spersed. 

The christian public is under 
great obligations to Mr. Taylor for 
showing successfully, that, so far 
from its being true that religion 
made the poet mad, it was owing 
to religion that he experienced, in 
some instances for a considerable 
time, a great mitigation of that 
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dreadful malady of which that ex- 
traordinary man was the victim. 

We haye seen some hints in the 
laboured critique of ‘‘The Christian 
Observer” which Mr. Taylor will 
know how to profit by in subse- 
quent editions. 

The late Rev. John Sutcliff, of 
Olney, received, from a personal 
servant of the poet, an exquisite 
fragment, which, as very few, pro- 
bably, of our readers ever saw it, 
we shall transcribe. 


To Jesus, the crown of my hope, 
My soul is in haste to be gone, 
Oh, bear me, ye cherubim, up, 
Aud waft me away to his throne! 


My Saviour! whom absent I love, 
Whom, not having seen, I adore, 
Whose name is exalted above 

All glory, dcminion, and power: 


Dissolve thou the bond that detains 
My soul from her portion in thee ; 
And strike off the adamant chains, 
And make me eternally free. 


When that happy era begins ; 

When array’d in thy beauty I shine, 
Nor pierce any more by my sins 
The bosom on which I recline— 


Left unfinished in the pocket-book of the 
author. 


The Christian Manual; or, The Bible 
its own Interpreter, &c. &c., with a 
brief account of the several books and 
writers of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, &c, &c.—Smith, Elder, and Co. 


This volume has been elaborated 
with great care, and is beautifully 
printed and handsomely got up. 
Assuming that it will often be re- 
printed, we suggest to the compiler 
that, in future editions, a little 
may be added, in some articles, 
without enlarging size or price. 
Thus, in the article Baptism, the 
institution as it appears in the final 
commission given to the apostles, 
Matt. xxviii. 18, 20. should certainly 
appear. (Acts should be Mark xvi, 
16, p. 17.) Inthe article Lord’s 
Supper, p. 165, it would be an 
improvement to give the original 
institution from the evangelists, and 
then what was communicated to 
Paul by inspiration on a particular 
occasion. 
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We hope the editor will also give 
his authorities : this is always ac- 
ceptable to the learned, and for the 
information of the unlearned it is 
necessary. We rejoice to think 
that, in addition to the numerous 
stndents in theology, we have now 
many young persons of cultivated 
minds, who are able and willing to 
pursue an inquiry into those mat- 
ters which this very interesting 
volume contains. 

We cordially recommend this 
work to the favourable notice of 
those who preside in schools, 
where the bible is revered as the 
sacred rule of faith and practice. 


A Letter addressed to John Bird Sumner, 
D. D., Lord Bishop of Chester. By 
the Rev. James T. Campbell, M. A., 
Rector of Tilston, in the county of 
Chester, and Chaplain to the Most 
Noble the Marquis of Cholmondeley, 
p- 53.—Hughes. 


When the writer of this letter 
began to experience the painful in- 
fluence of the restrictive regula- 
tions of the church of England, he 
presumed to disobey their autho- 
rity. This led to his being cited 
before his diocesan, to which also 
he refused to submit, preferring to 
withdraw himself entirely from the 
established church. Mr. Campbell 
has stated pretty fully, and very 
plainly, his views of the church 
from which he has dissented—the 
conduct of its hierarchy, and his 
principal reasons for separating him- 
self from its ministry and commu- 
nion. Wecannot help saying that 
it is our opinion, had some few 
things which he has introduced 
been omitted, and some few others 
differently expressed, his cause 
would have sustained no injury 
thereby. 


Happy Hours with Mamma, — Hamilton 
and Co. and Nisbet. 


A pious and evangelical little 
book, written by a lady, ‘‘ with all 
her young children around her, ; 
and embellished with many attrac- 
tive engravings, with which the 
juvenile reader cannot fail to be 
delighted. 
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The Biblical Cabinet, Sc. &e., Vol. 3, con- 
taining Tittmann’s Synonyms of the 
New Testament. 


This Biblical work, very neatly 
printed, will be, we expect, increas- 
ingly.interesting to our theological 
students, and we shall rejoice to 
hear of its extensive circulation 
among all who revere the sacred 
oracles. 


Regeneration and Baptism considered. By 
Francis Russet Hart, B.D., Rectorof 
Fulbourn St. Vigor’s, Cambridgeshire, 
&e. &e. 


While we admire the learning, 
the industry, and the candour of 
investigation which the worthy 
rector has evinced, we must deeply 
regret that he has imbibed the 
notion of regeneration by baptism, 
which has been, as we apprehend, 
and must ever be, dangerous to the 
souls of those who embrace it. 


Hints to Young Mothers, on the Early 
Management of Infants.—Seeley. pp. 
140. 


The influence of maternal super- 
intendence is a subject now so well 
understood, and universally ad- 
mitted, that, if mothers generally, 
and especially those whose circum- 
stances are most favourable to 
making the attempt, can be induced 
to regulate the treatment of their 
beloved offspring by the valuable 
suggestions presented to them in 
this neatly-written little work, we 
have no doubt but, with the Divine 
blessing—without which no means 
can be successful—their dear chil- 
dren will rise up and call them 
blessed. 


Original Psalm and Hymn Tunes. By 
Davin Everarp Forp, author of 
“Rudiments of Music,” &c. Book 
the sixth.—Westley and Davis, &c. 


We recommend this ingenious 
and deservedly popular work to our 
brethren in the ministry, who will 
be, and ought to be, held responsible 
for words and tunes in singing as 
well as for the other parts of 
public worship. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


LIBERIA. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir, 

I beg to forward the subjoined 
letters received this morning. Their 
insertion will not only be interesting to 
those who wish to judge of the merits 
of the American plan of African Colo- 
nization; but may be the means of 
exciting our churches to make an effort 
for sending many,—if not 100, as pro- 
posed in the New Baptist Miscellany, 
of their American slave brethren to the 
land of their fathers. I cannot but 
anticipate that much good will result, 
under the divine blessing, to Africa, 
from the residence and labours there of 
such a manas Reuben Moss; and this 
will have been effected by the trifling 
outlay of £7. 10s, contributed by a few 
friends in Truro and its neighbourhood 
for that object.. The magnitude of the 
result ought surely to excite to so small 
an effort. 

’ Yours sincerely, 
Falmouth, April 18, 1883.  E. C. 


From the Rev. O. B. Brown, Baptist 
Minister, Washington, to ELutorr Crers- 
son, Esa. 


QQ 


Washington City, January 14, 1833, 


Dear Sir, 

‘Since I had the pleasure of seeing 
you in this place, I have never heard 
your name mentioned without feeling a 
deep interest in your welfare. Your 
disinterested devotion to the cause of 
our Colonization Society, and the suc- 
cess which appears to have followed_your 
efforts, entitle you to the profound regard 
of philanthropists, and Christians of all 
denominations. From the moment that 
the scheme of colonizing our free people 
of colour in the land of their progeni- 
tors was suggested to me by the pro- 
jector, the late Rey. Mr. tinley, of 
New Jersey, I entered into it with an 
interest bordering on enthusiasm. The 
Society was formed in this place, and 
from the beginning I have been one of 
its managers: its progress has more 
than equalled my highest anticipations. 


Having spent my earliest years in my 
native state of New Jersey, where 
Slavery is abolished by law, and, having 
given my zealous support to thelegislators 
who enacted the law for its abolition, it was 
but natural that my principles should be 
fixed in strong opposition to Slavery. 
On this account I was, and continue to 
be, the decided advocate of our Society. 
The principle of Slavery is not tenable 
in the light of Christianity or philosophy, 
and the old maxim, “ necessitus non habet 
legem”’ is the only plea which now 
sustains it. This is becoming a moul- 
dering base which, in this country, can- 
not lastfor ever. The question is, what 
must be done? It is universally ad- 
mitted that their total emancipation, in 
our southern states, cannot be effected 
without drenching our land in blood ; 
unless provision be made for their 
migration. Till this is done, we must 
bear the curse of Slavery, and the slave 
must wear his chain. Besides, we owe 
to Africa a debt, We have degraded 
her children, and still hold them in 
bondage. In what way can we bestow 
upon her even a partial recompence? I 
can discover no better way than that of 
restoring, however gradually, her chil- 
dren to her bosom, This is the object of 
our Society. The colonists are taking 
with them the arts of civilized life, 
and the light of divine revelation, 
They have already opened schools for the 
instruction of the children of the natives, 
which promise extensive usefulness. 
The colony is increasing in numbers and 
advantages, and is every day becoming 
more inviting to the descendants of 
Africa in this country. It is acquiring 
the confidence and admiration of the 
natives, and it will probably become the 
means, or at least a strong auxiliary in 
the hands of God, for civilizing and 
evangelizing the continent of Africa. 
At thesame time it will open the door for 
African emancipation in this country, 
which cannot be unimproved. The prin- 
ciples of personal liberty are every day 
gaining ground in this country; and when 
the impediments are removed they must 
soon become universal. Numbers of 
persons have already emancipated their 
slaves, on condition of their going to 
Liberia; and public sentiment will soon 
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influence thousands to do the same, if 
‘the colony shall continue to prosper. 

Among the many benevolent efforts 
of the present day, thereis none, in my 
opinion, which merits a greater degree 
of patronage thanthis. For twenty-six 
years I have been pastor of the first 
Baptist church in this city; during 
which time my correspondence and 
acquaintance with my own denemina- 
tion have become general, extending to 
every state in the union; and I think I 
may safely say that. my sentiments on 
‘this subject are in perfect accordance 
with most of those of my Baptist 
brethren in America. But it is not a 
denomination matter; it is the cause of 
humanity, the cause ef justice, the 
cause of God!! 

If philanthropy have a place in our 
bosom—if the cries of oppression can 
penetrate our hearts—if the precepts and 
example of the Son of Ged have any iniiu- 
ence on our minds, we cannot regard the 
subject with indifference, The advo- 
cates for unlimited Slavery are taking 
the alarm, and the slave-holders frown 
upon us. 
be obtained from every quarter. 
as the time when it is the most needed, 
The present moment may be regarded as 
the most eventful crisis, Let the 
devotion of every friendly heart, and 
the energy of every friendly. arm, be 
combined : and in a very little time the 
colony will be placed beyondgthe reach 
-of the tyrant’s cupidity. 

Go on, my dear sir, in your benevo- 
dent efforts te promote this good cause ; 
and the approbation of the best of men, 
of your own conscience, and of your 
God, will be your reward. 

I am, very respectfully, dear Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
O. B. Brown. 


#rom Eviiort Cresson, Esq. to Epmuxp 
Cruarke, 

Carlisle, 4 mo. 13th, 1833. 
Dear Frienp, ; 

I have just received the preceding 
Jetter from the Rey. O. B. Brown, one 
of our leading Baptist ministers; and 
at a period like the present, when so 
much unfounded prejudice and hostility 
prevail against our admirable institution, 
hasten to send thee a copy, mney 
transcribed by a friend, being myself 
indisposed, partly from my constant 
toil, and not a little owing to that strange 
spirit of misapprehension of our plaas 
‘and principles which, however honest 
4t may be in some cases, has in too 
zoany heen hastily adopted, and ¢x- 


We need all the aid that-can ° 
Now | 


277 


hibited in a manner little in accordance 
with that Christian charity which the a- 
postleso beautifully, in 13th Corinthians, 
incileates. Time, however, must con- 
yince all of the beauty and purity of our 
plan. Iam heppy tolearn, by the same 
opportunity,from our excellent secretary, 
R.R. Gurley, that such a selection has 
been made of an object for your bounty, 
as to promise a pleasing means of se- 
curing a communication direct with 
Africa; and thus afford frequent evi- 
dences of the benefits conferred on that 
long-suffering portion of the human 
family. Our friend, R. R. G. tellsme that 
«© Reuben Moss,” the person alluded to, 
“is a greatly esteemed coloured minis- 
ter of the Baptist church, lately a slave 
in Virginia, but made free.through his 
own industry, and the kindness of his 
friends. He takes with him his wife 
and eight children, gratuitously eman- 
cipated by his late master’s family. He 
is a man of great intelligence and piety, 
and can hardly fail to prove one of the 
most useful. men sent to the colony.” 
At the same time another interesting 
casé, of similar character, occurred in 
the person of another of your ministers. 
As this appropriation of the first, 
and perhaps only subscription, of #7. 
10s. on the plan -of colonizing 100 
members of your church, promises to be 
so useful, I trust that, when generally 
known, it will yet secure the fulfilment 
of the original suggestion; more espé- 
cially as the applications for the benefits 
of colonization far exceed the humble 
resources of the American Colonization 
Society, and are constantly ‘increasing. 
In any way, therefore, that thou mayst 
most extensively give circulation to the 
letter of O..B. Brown, and the mode of 
applying your bounty, it must: prove 
useful at the present time, when such 
articles as that most uncandid and unde- 
served attack in the Feb. Eclectic is 
doing much harm. Indeed, thus fierce] 
to assault a system adopted by the most 
judicious and pious men of every Chris- 
tian body in our land, after deep and 
earnest investigation, with the advan- 
tage of personal observation of its prac- 
tical operation, and merely on the testi- 
mony of a violent pamphleteer, who 
often sacrifices truth to the support of 
his mistaken views, and whose very 
quotations are so garbled as entirely to 
pervert the real meaning of the speaker, 
canonly create bitterness between nations 
whose duty atid interest it is to love one 
another. My recent: tour in’ Scotland 
has, however, been highly, interesting; 
and the warm approval of her leading 
emancipators, such men as  Loxdl 
2” 
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Moncrieff, Douglas of Cavers, Murray, 
Jeffry, Sol, Gen. Cockburn, &e.—very 
cheering. Our annual meeting too, 
recently held at Washington, was one 
of great interest, affording many pleasing 
evidences of the growth of our cause 
in the hearts of the nation, and of the 
continued extension of the divine bless- 
ing upon our labours ; nearly 800 haying 
reached Africa during the year, and the 
voluntary emancipations .so increasing 
under the dissemination of colonization 
doctrines, that fonr-fifths of the last 
expedition were gratuitously emanci- 
pated for the purpose. A pious gentle- 
man recently returned to Scotland, from 
the Slave States, bears noble testimony 
of the happy effects produced by them 
in the south. This good man observed 
that he was surprised to see the pro- 
fessed friends of the negro here, allied 
with the undoubted enemies of the race 
in the United States—that he could bear 
Witness that the real friends of the 
black in the United States were almost 
ever to be found in the ranks of the 
society, but his enemies ever opposed 
to it; and thatits doctrines had been 
the blessed means, in many cases, of 
producing the happiest results, upon the 
hearts of slave-holders, where, humanly 
speaking, no others would have ope- 
rated. 

I have also, by a vessel direct from 
the colony, a letter from one of our 
negro teachers, in which she gives me 
very pleasing accounts of the general 
prosperity of their affairs, the success 
of their schools, and the anxiety of the 
natives for their extension, far beyond 
our means to gratify. C. M. Waring, 
another of your excellent ministers in 
Liberia, in addition to his Missionary 
labours, has planted 20,000 coffee trees, 
thus giving labour to the natives. Hast 
thou seen the 2nd edition of our friend 
Innes’s Liberia, just issued at Edin- 
burgh? It is an interesting and useful 
little work, and very cheap. Its exten- 
sive circulation would be useful to the 
cause. - 

Thine affectionately, 
Exurorr Cresson, 


DOMESTIC. 
THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 


Before our present number can meet 
the eye of our readers, the great subject 
to which we have recently devoted so 
many of our pages will be definitively 
announced, and the details of the plan 
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will be in almost every hand, Nothing, 
therefore, can be given as matter of in- 
telligence ; though, in fhe present ex- 
cited state of the public mind, to re- 
main wholly silent would subject us to 
the charge of an indifference from which 
we should recoil. 

The plan, as first announced by his 
Majesty’s ministers, was far from giving 
satisfaction to any parties; and, withal, 
was so contradictory in its clauses, and 
so impracticable in its operation, as to 
stand little chance of ever becoming 
the law of our colonies. It is, therefore, 
with great satisfaction that we perceive 
that the Secretary to the colonies has 
melted down the string of impracticable 
resolutions into four or five general pro- 
positions, embracing the entire destruc- 
tion of the principle and being of slavery, 
but leaving the details of legislation to 
the extended information and prudent 
suggestions of the whole House of Com- 
mons. A degree of disappointment was 
at first experienced that any delay should 
have occurred; but, considering the im- 
portant strides which, during this short 
interval, the subject has made in the 
public mind—the time it has afforded for 
a free intercourse between the electors 
and their representatives—the additional 
confidence with which, of necessity, the 
minds of His Majesty’s ministers must 
be inspired—we consider the proposition 
for delay as overruled for great good, 
from whatever motives it might have 
been suggested. The following are the 
resolutions to which we have referred, 
and which may be considered as only 
the preamble to the measures which, on 
the 30th of the present month (May), 
will receive the consideration of our 
reformed parliament :— 

“4, That it is the opinion of this. 
Committee, that immediate and effectual 
measures be taken for the entire abolition 
of slavery throughout the colonies, un- 
der such provisions, for regulating the 
condition of the negroes, as may com- 


bine their welfare with the interests of 
the proprietors. 

«2. That it is expedient that all chil- 
dren born after the passing of any Act, 
or who shall be under the age of six 
years at the time of passing any Act of 
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Parliament for this purpose, be declared 
free ; subject, nevertheless, to such tem- 
porary restrictions as may be deemed 
necessary for their support and mainte- 
nance. 

«*3. That all persons now slaves be 
entitled to be registered as apprenticed 
labourers, and to acquire thereby all 
rights and privileges of freemen; sub- 
ject to the restriction of labouring, under 
conditions, and for a time to be fixed by 
Parliament, for their present owners. 

**4, That, to provide against the risk 
of loss which proprietors in his Majesty’s 
colonial possessions might sustain by 
the abolition of slavery, his Majesty be 
enabled to advance, by way of loan, to 
be raised from time to time, a sum not 
exceeding in the whole 15,000,0001., to 
be repaid in such manner, and at such 
rate of interest, as shall be prescribed by 
Parliament. ; 

«<5. That his Majesty be enabled to 
defray any such expences as he may in- 
eur in establishing an efficient stipen- 
diary Magistracy in the colonies, and in 
aiding the local Legislatures in providing 
for the religious and moral education of 
the negro population to be emancipated.” 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 

At a meeting of the United Committee 
appointed to consider the grievances 
under which Dissenters now labour, with 
a view to their redress, held at Dr. 
Williams’s Library, in Redcross Street, 
on Saturday, the 11th day of May, 1833. 


Henry Waymovurs, Esq., in the chair. 


Resolved : 

1. That, in the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, the present state of public 
feeling and the posture of public affairs 
are such as to afford to the Protestant 
Dissenters, of England and Wales, an 
opportunity peculiarly favourable for 
obtaining the effectual redress of those 
grievances under which they have long 
Jaboured. 

2. That, in the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, the following are among the 
practical grievances under which the 
Protestant Dissenters of this kingdom 
now labour :— ak ; 

1. Compulsory conformity to the rites 
and ceremonies prescribed by the 
Book of Common Prayer for the 
celebration of matrimony. 

2, Liability to the exaction of church- 
rates, Easter offerings, and other 
ecclesiastical demands. 

3, Alleged liability of places of wor- 
ship to poor-rates. 
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4. The want of a legal registration 
of the births and deaths of Dis- 
senters. 

5, The denial to Dissenters of the 
right of burial by their own minis- 
ters in their own churchyards. 

- 6, Virtual exclusion from the benefits 
of the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, and the want of a 
charter to the London University. 

3. That, in order to avail themselves 
of the present opportunity, a vigorous 
and united effort will be necessary, as a 
public demonstration of that strong and 
general feeling which, as this committee 
haye reason to believe, exists in all parts 
of the country, in reference to these 
grievances. 

4. That this Committee, although 
deeply sensible of the importance of 
other just and reasonable claims upon 
the legislature, decidedly recommend 
that, in all petitions to parliament, pro- 
minence should be given, and the chief 
exertions of the body be directed, to 
the removal of specific and practical 
grievances peculiar to Dissenters, and 
directly affecting religious liberty. 

5. That this Committee, after the 
most mature deliberation, do not con- 
sider it necessary or expedient to sus- 
pend active operations for obtaining 
relief from grievances more directly 
affecting conscience, till the important 
measures for obtaining a satisfactory 
registration of births, marriages, and 
deaths, for all classes of the community, 
and the exemption of all places of wor- 
ship from liability to poor-rates and 
other parochial assessments, shall have 
passed into law. 

6. That this Committee regard com- 
pulsory conformity to the rites and 
ceremonies prescribed by the Book of 
Common Prayer for the celebration of 
matrimony, and the exaction, by autho- 
rity of law, of parochial rates for the 
support of the ecclesiastical edifices of 
the established church, and the mainte- 
nance of public worship therein, toge- 
ther with the liability of their own 
places of worship to the payment of 
poor-rates, as the most pressing and 
important grievances of which Dissent- 
ers have to complain, and the removal 
of which should be sotght with as little 
delay as possible. 

7. That, although this Committee are 
disposed to confide in the liberality and 
friendly intentions of his Majesty’s 
Government towards Dissenters, they 
yet feel that the large and important 
body, for whom they act, owe it to them- 
selves to bring their grievances under 
the consideration of parliament, before 
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any measure for the Reform of the 
English church shall have passed the 
legislature. 

8, That means be immediately taken 
to inform his pea Government of 
the hopes cherished, and the expec- 
tations entertained, by Dissenters gene- 
rally, that some measures of relief will 
spontaneously emanate from an adminis- 
tration with which they have cordially 
sympathized, and to which they have 
given their best support. 

9. That a memorial, to the effect of 
the above resolutions, be drawn up and 
presented to his Majesty’s Government, 
and that a deputation be appointed, for 
whom an earlyinterview shall be solicited, 
for the purpose of stating and explaining 
the views and intentions of this Com- 
mittee, 

That the foregoing resolutions be 
published in the Times, Morning Chro- 
nicle, Morning Herald, Courier, and 
Patriot newspapers, and also be printed 
for circulation, at the discretion of a 
sub-committee. 

Henry Waymourtn, 
Chairman. 


NEGRO EMANCIPATION. 


At an extraordinary meeting of the 
general body of Protestant Dissenting 
ministers of the three denominations 
residing in and about the cities of Lon- 
don and Westminster, holden at Dr. 
Williams’s Library, on Thursday, April 
25th, 1833. 


Rev. R. Winter, D. D. in the chair. 


It was resolved unanimously : 


J, That this body has heard with 
much pleasure of the intention of His 
Majesty’s government to propose to 
parliament a safe and _ satisfactory 
measure for the settlement of the mo- 
mentous question of Colonial Slavery ; 
on which question this body has often 
pronounced its deliberate and unanimous 
opinion. 

Il. That it is the decided conviction 
of this body that such a measure, to be 
“« safe,” must provide for the immediate 
emancipation of the slaves throughout 
the British colonies, as any plan of 
gradual or protracted liberation will, in 
its operation, increase the dissatisfaction 
of the negro with his servile state ; and, 
under the plea of preparing him for 
freedom, only enable him to make more 
determined efforts, dangerous to him- 
self, and hazardous to the property and 
lives of. others, to obtain that liberty 
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which may be now securely and peace~ 
ably conceded ;—and, further, that sucb 
a measure, to be “ satisfactory,” must en- 
sure a complete extinction of the claim 
of property in the person and labour of 
the slaye—the substitution of legal 
authority for the unjust, irresponsible 
power of the master, and the complete 
restitution of those indefeasible rights, 
the withholding of any of which, from 
a race already deeply injured, can never 
be satisfactory to an upright and reli- 
gioes people. 

Ill. That the immediate and complete 
emancipation contemplated by this body 
is not incompatible with such regulations 
of police as may allay the fears of the 
most timid, nor with any legislative 
enactments or authority adapted to en- 
sure the orderly and peaceable conduct 
of the liberated negroes, provided they 
apply impartially to the whole commu- 
nity, protecting alike the labourers and 
the proprietors. 

IV. That although, in the opinion of 
this body, next to the slaves themselves, 


no class will derive more benefit from a 


safe and satisfactery measure of eman- 
cipation than the West Indian pro- 
prietors, yet should cases of hardship 
occur in carrying a legislative enact- 
ment into effect, this body confides in 
His Majesty’s government, and in the 
wisdom of parliament, for a liberal con-. 
sideration of all such instances of actual 
suffering, 

V. That petitions grounded on the 
preceding resolutions be presented by 
this body to both Houses-of Parliament.. 

Tuomas Rees, 
Secretary. 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
The Anniversary of this Institution 
was held at Exeter Hall, on Monday, 
April 29. The Right Hon. Viscount 
Lord Morpern was called to the chair, 
amidst the repeated acclamations of an 
overflowing assembly. Several Mem- 
bers of Parliament, Clergymen, and ya- 
rious Dissenting Ministers were on the 
platform. The meeting commenced 
with prayer. The chairman opened the 
business of the day with an appropriate 
and eloquent address; and it was pleas- 
ing to hear one, occupying so high a sta- 
tion, and holding so just an influence in 
the councils of the nation, delivering 
such sentiments as the following :— 


‘« It was only two days since he had 
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to present a flood of petitions from their 
congregations for the abolition of sla- 
very ; to which, however, in some re- 
spects a kindred object, he would not 
then further allude, except to remark, 
that the religious instruction, supplied 
through their charity, had very mate- 
rially tended to clear the way, and to 
smoothe the work, which he fondly 
hoped was not now distant, of final 
emancipation. Upon the peculiar topics 
which were to engage their notice that 
day, it would be as little within his pro- 
vince, as within his power, to enter. 
Truly and conscientiously did he look 
on the cause, in which they were em- 
barked, as the noblest, the purest, the 
most triumphant, that could task the 
powers, or interest the heart, or excite 
the hopes, of any human creature; and 
he believed that, for the pursuit of such 
an object, that was emphatically and ex- 
pressly the time, the day, the hour. 
He trusted they would forgive him if, 
upon a theme so high, he for a moment 
mixed his accents with those who were 
most accustomed and most accredited to 
address them ; but he could not look on 
that great audience, brought together 
by motives so disinterested in their na- 
ture, and so paramount in their im- 
portance ; he could not think on those 
who were the active agents of their 
philanthropic behests, who, at the com- 
mencement, or in the course of their en- 
terprise, might now be present, without 
wishing both ‘good luck in the name of 
the Lord.’ There was that there which 
could scarcely belong to any other un- 
dertaking : it was not the cold calcula- 
tion—the uncertain hope—the fallible 
omen ; but the warm wish—the assured 
hope—the certain pledge of success, 
founded on Omnipotent power itself. 
The Mahometan went forth of old at his 
permitted hour, and many of the king- 
doms of the earth were given for a 
while to the sweep of his destructive 
hordes, and the poison of his blasphe- 
mous creed. The soldiers of their war- 
fare, however, went forth without the 
din of arms; but, while the crescent was 
waning, and the figurative waters of the 
Euphrates were hourly shrinking, He 
rode in their van who was the mighty 
Lord, going forth conquering and to 
conquer! and his dominion should be 
from sea to sea, and from the rivers to 
the end of the earth! They stood in 
need of no human breath to speed their 
march, or to fan their banners ; to bid 
them proceed, and practise, and_pros- 
per, till they had reared, in all the 
hordes of darkness, the altar of truth— 
till they had raised, in all the abodes of 
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slavery, the anthems of freedom—till 
they had spread the kingdom, and done 


the will, and received the reward, of 
Christ.” 


The following is a brief extract of the 
Report :— 


“In Ireland the Missionaries had 
gone forward without molestation, and 
with considerable success. Five thou- 
sand children had been collected, and 
instructed in the knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, some of whom were under reli- 
gious impressions. In Sweden, under 
the superintendence of Mr. Miller, 100 
members had been formed into a church, 
France presented some pleasing indica- 
tions. At Gibraltar the gospel had 
been preached to many soldiers in the 
garrison, some of whom had carried the 
knowledge of the truth to various parts 
of the world. Many Maltese and Greek 
youths were deriving considerable ad- 
vantage from the schools in the islands, 
as were also several Greek females. In 
Continental India and Ceylon supersti- 
tions were waning, and an eager desire 
for preaching, and for ,bibles and tracts, 
was manifested. In Van Diemen’s Land 
there was visible improvement, as also 
in New Zealand. In the Friendly 
Islands there were upwards of 1,100 
members in Society, and in the schools 
914 males, and 1,064 females, under the 
care of 151 native teachers. In Southern 
Africa there were 13 stations, 17 Mis- 
sionaries, and many assistants; 606 
members in Society ; 1,334 children and 
adults in the schools. At the Cape of 
Good Hope and the places adjacent, the 
gospel was preached with success. In 
Namacqua Land the prospects were 
cheering. Translations of the Scriptures 
into the Caffre tongue were preparing ; 
and with assistance, which was hoped 
for from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, the Scriptures would soon be 
presented in a language spoken by 
650,000 people. In Western Africa the 
missions were prosperous. At Sierra 
Leone the chapels were crowded, and 
400 members were now in Society. The 
Foulahs were shortly to be visited by 
Missionaries, Notwithstanding the state 
of things in some parts of the West 
Indies much good had been done ; there 
were 33,000 members in Society, and 
8,000 children and adults under instruc- 
tion in the schools. Much was said in 
that part of the Report on the subject 
of negro-slavery, and a confident expec- 
tation of its speedy abolition was ex- 
pressed. In British North America 
there were 55 Missionaries, and 6,758 
members, 852 of whom had been added 
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during the Iast year. Additional help 
was greatly needed. Four Missionaries 
‘had died during the past year. Nine 
Missionaries had been sent out. There 
were in the yarious mission - schools 
27,676 children and adults, of whom 
4,571 were slaves. The contributions 
for the past year amounted to £47,715. 
12s, 7d., being the largest amount yet 
realized from the ordinary resources of 
the Society. The Report then ad- 
verted to the losses sustammed by the 
Society in the deaths of the Rev. Dr. 
A. Clarke, T. Stanley, J. James, and R. 
Watson; to whose memory a tribute of 
considerable length was paid. In con- 
clusion, the friends of Missions were 
called upon to renewed exertion, from 
the consideration of the new doors 
which were continually opening, and 
the great success with which God had 
blessed the past labours of the Society.” 


The Rey. J. Hannah, of Huddersfield ; 
G. Clayton; P. Duncan, Missionary 
from the West Indies; R. Newton, Pre- 
sident of the Conference; Egerton 
Ryerson, Missionary from Upper Ca- 
nada; also Captain Pakenham, R.N.; 
Captain Fenton, M.P. for Huddersfield ; 
J. Hardy, Esq., M.P., Recorder of 
Leeds; H. Pownal, Esq.; T. F. Bux- 
ton, MMs De GmeRty, Gast, a aii Ets 
Lancelot Haslope, Esq.; and J. Heald, 
E'sq., of Stockport, proposed and se- 
conded the respective resolutions. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


This Society held its thirty-third An- 
niversaty meeting at Exeter Hall, on 
Tuesday, April 30th, and was numer- 
ously and respectably attended. Sir R. 
1. Inglis, in the chair. 


The receipts of the Society within the 
year ending the 3ist of March, 1832, 
had been 40,7501. In the year ending 
the 3lst of March last, they were 
48,600/., being an increase of 7,8501. 
on the receipts of the preceding year, 
This was for the general purposes ot the 
Society ; but if they included the sums 
received for special purposes, such as 
contributions to the fund for the relief 
of decayed Missionaries, the whole re- 
ceipts of the year would amount to 
49,3001. The Report went on to state, 
that the Institution of the Society at 
Islington contained at present only 
thirteen students, ‘The total number of 
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Missionaries and Catechists sent forth 
during the year was nine; and the 
whole number of Missionaries and Cate- 
chists, in connexion with the Society, 
was 110. 

In West Africa the agents of the So- 
ciety had made considerable progress. 
In that mission there were, in a popula- 
tion of 21,000 liberated negroes, 4,000 
who constantly attended public worship ; 
3,000 children and adults under educa- 
tion, and 624 communicants in connexion 
with the Society. 

Speaking of the West India mission, 
the Report noticed the absurdity of as- 
cribing to religious instruction those la- 
mentable events which such instruction 
was calculated to prevent. 


The Bishops of Chester, Lichfield and 
Coventry, and Winchester ; Marquis of 
Cholmondeley ; Hon. and Rev. Baptist 
Noel; Rev. Hugh Stowell; H. Venn; 
E, Ward, &c. &e., spoke on the occa- 
sion. The mover of the first resolution 
particularly regretted that so few 
young men of education and talent 
were found to offer themselves to this 
noble work; and that, with an increase 
of funds, the labourers of the Society 
had decreased, instead of having re- 
alized a corresponding augmentation of 
agents. 


CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION SOCIETY. 

The Eighth Annual Meeting of this 
inestimable Institution was held at 
Finsbury Chapel, on Tuesday evening, 
the 30th of April. Lord Henley in the 
chair. The attendance was very nu- 
merousand of the highest respectability. 
The services commenced with singing 
and prayer. 

The Rev. J. Blackburn read the 
report, which, after a few preparatory 
observations, proceeded to detail the 


present state of the Association. There 
were in the— 


Associa- Visi- Fami- Prayer- 

_ tions, tors, lies. Meetings. 
Central div. 14 277 7552 19 
Northern 13 300 6767 20 
Southern A pL ED cee LFS 7 
Eastern 127.213; s527d 14 
Western 3. 67 1208 1 
Suburban 10 259° 6479 28 


While four minor associations had 
suspended their operations, four new as- 
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sociations had been formed, namely, at 
Salters’ Hall Chapel; Spencer’s Place 
Chapel, Goswell Road; Gloucester 
Chapel, Hackney Fields; and High- 
street, Deptford. The number of the 
associations, therefore, remained the 
same as that of last year, but the 
amount of Christian agency at the pre- 
sent time exceeded that of any former 
period. In the sixty-three associations 
there were found 1297 voluntary agents, 
who statedly visited 32,452 families, 
and who maintained, amidst the poorest 
neighbourhoods, eighty-nine weekly 
prayer-meetings. Those operations had 
secured the constant circulation of more 
than 100,000 loan tracts every month, 
the issue of 568 copies of the Holy 
Scriptures, the admission of 1603 poor 
children into Sunday or Day Schools, 
and the temporal relief of 2335 cases of 
distress during the past year. The 
Local Prayer Meetings and Preaching 
Stations bad increased from eighty-four 
to eighty-nine, which were very dif- 
ferently attended. Such as were held 
in the apartments of the poor had from 
ten to twenty persons as the average 
congregations. Such as were held in 
school-rooms and small chapels, varied 
from fifty to one hundred and fifty per- 
sons. The custom of delivering a series 
of lectures, upon the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, had been continued, since the 
last report, by the ministers connected 
with the Society. During the past year 
two courses of sermons had been deli- 
yered. In summer, the three tents of 
the Society were pitched, as usual, in 
White Conduit Fields, Pentonville ; 
Twig Folly, Hackney; and Lower 
Road, Deptford; and the attendance at 
each station had been highly encourag- 
ing, and instances of decided usefulness 
had come under the notice of the Com- 
mittee. Street preaching had been con- 
tinued during the fine season, in Far- 
tingdon-street, Spital-square, and Mile 
end-road, at an early hour of the Lord’s- 
day ; and those who had conducted 
these services have been uniformly im- 
pressed by the large and serious at- 
tendance of the humbler classes. 

It was a matter for grateful reflection, 
that, beside one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand individuals statedly visited, there 
must be at least six thousand persons 
attending divine worship every Lord’s- 
day at the various prayer-meetings and 
preaching stations of the Society. The 
resolutions of the Annual Meeting of 
the Society in May, 1831, which ren- 
dered it competent to the Committee to 
afford assistance to societies in the 
eountry, had been acted upon by them 
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during the past year. Twenty-two 
associations, in various parts of the 
kingdom, had been supplied with co- 
vered tracts, and other publications of 
the Society. More than 100 towns and 
villages, throughout the country, par- 
ticipated in the advantages derived 
from kindred operations. It was with 
sincere regret the committee found, 
from the report of their auditors, that 
there was so large a balance against the 
Society, and which had compelled them 
again to require the liberal advances of 
their obliging Treasurer, It was due, 
however, to themselves, and to the pub- 
lic, to declare, that that has mainly 
resulted from the agreeable necessity 
of supplying their depository with a 
large stock of more than a hundred 
thousand tract books, to meet with 
promptitude the orders of the associa- 
tions in town and country. 

The total receipts during the past 
year amounted to 1133/1. ls. 10d. The 
expenses, inclusive of the amount due 
to the treasurer last year, to 1302/. 8s. 9d. 
leaving the Institution in debt 1691. 6s. 
ild. The sum of 1981. 8s. 6d. was due 
to the Religious Tract Society. In 
the depository there were tracts ready 
to issue to the value of 300l,., and the 
amount due for tracts, from loan socie- 
ties, was 1621. 


The Rev. Dr. Morison ; Dr. Styles; C. 
Stovell; Dr. Cox ; also J. Labouchere, 
Esq., Treasurer of the District Visiting 
Society; W. A. Hankey, Esq.; J. 
Pitman ; Josiah Conder, Esq., in ap- 
propriate addresses, adverted to the ob- 
ject and operations of the Society, and 
claimed for it that patronage and sup- 
port to which it is so justly entitled. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday, May 1st, this society 
held its Twenty-ninth Anniversary at 
Exeter Hall, The Right Hon, Lord 
Bexley in the chair. 


The Rev. A. BRANDRAM, the 
Clerical Secretary to the Society, read 
the Report of the Committee for the 
year. Not less than 175,182 copies of 
the Scriptures had been circulated in 
France within the past year. A very 
large increase of demand for copies of 
the Scriptures had also taken place in 
Switzerland, particularly amongst the 
Catholic cantons. The most important 
fact connected with the distribution of 
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the Bible to the heathen world, was 
the sensation produced in parts of China 
_ by the circulation of the sacred volume 
in the language of that country. The 
book was sought after, earnestly read, 
and greatly spoken of, and, what. was 
still. more satisfactory, without any 
hindrance or restriction on the part of 
the Emperor. The correspondent from 
whom this communication. had been 
received, added, that he was about to 
proceed to China, to take advantage of 
this opening ; and he hoped that he 
should soon have a demand for 10,000 
copies in the maritime parts of China 
and the island of Loo Choo. In the 
West Indies there had been an increase 
of the number of Auxiliary Societies. 

The total number of Bibles and Tes- 
taments distributed by the Society at 
home, and by its agents abroad, was 
536,841; making a total, since the com- 
mencement, of 8,145,456. There had 
been added to the Society 112 Auxil- 
jaries during the year. The Society’s 
receipts dnring the past year amounted 
to 75,4921. 10s. 5d. Of. this sum, 
25,6041. 18s. 7d. were the contributions 
of Auxiliaries, and 40,717]. for the sale 
of Bibles and Testaments. The re- 
ceipts of the past year, as compared 
with the preceding, showed a falling 
off of more than 6,000]. The total ex- 
penditure of the Society within the 
year, was 86,7611. 


The Bishop of Winchester ; Bishop 
of Chester; Lord Mountsandford; Rey. 
Dr. Cox, New York; J. Entwisle; Dr. 
Pinkerton ; The Hon, and Rey. Baptist 
Noel; Dr. Morison ; Daniel Wilson ; 
also, J. J. Gurney, Esq., of Norwich < 
J. Sheppard, of Frome; and J. Plumtree, 
Esq. M. P., respectively eulogized the 
object and advocated the claims of this 
noble Institution. 


ECCLESIASTICAL KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY. 


The Fourth Annual Meeting of this 
Society was held in the great room of 
the City of London Tavern, on Wednes- 
day evening, the 1st of May, and was 
most numerously attended. A. Pellat, 
Esq., in the chair, 


The Rev, Dr. Cox read the Report. 
It alluded to the diffusion of its pamph- 


lets on church polity and history, as | 
having much informed the public mind, | 
established Dissenters in their princi- | 
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ples, and led the community to enter- 
tain juster views of the purity of the 
Christian dispensation. It condemned 
the civil disabilities under which Dis- 
senters at present labour, only on ac- 
count of their religious views, and de- 
clared that the simple object of this So- 
ciety was to complete that Reformation 
which had been so long retarded by the 
worldly-minded spirit of a_ secular 
church. The Society had published no 
less than forty-one pamphlets on dif- 
ferent subjects, many of which had 
passed through several editions, and all 
of them had been circulated to a great 
extent, 

The Chairman, as Treasurer, read a 
statement of accounts, from which it ap- 
peared that the receipts amounted to 
£191, 1s. 2d.,during the past year, and 
a balance of a few pounds remained in 
hand, but £200 was due to authors and 
others. 


Revi J.-E. "Giless “J. Burnet; ih, 
Ainslie ; Dr. Bennet; Dr. Styles ; also J. 
Brown, Esq., of Wareham; F. Edwards, 
Esq.; H. Thompson, Esq., severally 
spoke on the occasion. 


a 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY, 


The twenty-eight general meeting of 
this Institution was held in Exeter Hall 
on Monday, May 6, the Right Hon. 
Lord John Russell in the chair. 

The Report stated that the central 
school in the borough was in a flourish- 
ing state, and reflected high eredit on 
the superintendent, Mr. Crossley. Sixty- 
three candidates had been admitted to 
learn the system; fifty-one had been 
appointed to the charge of Schools; 
eight Schools had been supplied with 
teachers; fifteen missionaries had ap- 
plied to obtain an insight into the sys- 
tem. In consequence of the extreme 
ignorance which was found to prevail in 
the agricultural districts, and which had 
led to acts of incendiarism and plunder, 
it had been determined by the committee 
to offer assistance to any persons who 
would endeavour to establish Schools in 
those districts; applications had been 
received from fifty-one places, most of 
which had been met. The foreign ope- 
rations of the Society were next noticed. 
In France, the government began to be 
fully alive to the importance of a moral 
and religious education, and were dis- 
posed to promote the system of mutual 
instruction; 1581 schools had | been 
opened, and 2,900,000 children were 
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receiving their benefits. Scriptural truth 
was decidedly advancing in France ; 
large supplies of Bibles and Testaments 
had been granted by the’ British and 
Foreign Bible Society ; and 40,000 co- 
pies of the Scriptures were ordered to 
be printed by the council of instruction. 
Greece was the object of anxious solici- 
tude, as the point from which the word 
of God would one day go forth to the 
surrounding nations. In the Ionian 
Isles there were 127 Schools for boys, 
in which 4962 were instructed daily. 
A foundation for all that was lovely, ho- 
nest, and of good report, was likely to 
be laid in Greece by the moral and reli- 
gious education of its young female po- 
pulation. Throughout Asia Minor, Scrip- 
tural instruction was rapidly spreading ; 
and on the site of the decayed churches 
of Asia, Schools were now in active ope- 
ration. In Southern and Western Africa 
various Schools among the Hottentots 
were in a thriving state. Schools had 
been recently established in Macarthy’s 
Island, for the benefit of the Foulah 
tribes. In adverting to Sierra Leone, 
honourable mention was made of Mrs. 
Hannah Kilham, who, up to the latest 
period of her life, had cheerfully encoun- 
tered dangers in order to facilitate the 
welfare of the barbarous tribes of the 
West, and to prepare the way for the 
civilization of Africa. The Report con- 
cluded by stating that the finances of 
the Society were altogether inadequate 
to meet the demands constantly made 
upon it, and strongly urged the necessity 
of an increase of annual subscribers. 
The income of the Society during the 
past year amounted to 2978/. 10s. 6d., 
its expenditure to 32121. 11s. 7d. 

Rev. J. W. Cunningham; G. Clayton; 
J. Philippo, late missionary at Spanish 
Town, Jamaica; J. Burnet, and G. Mars- 
den; also H. Pownall, Esq., and Mr. 
France, of Plymouth, each delivered his 
sentiments on the occasion; when the 
noble Chairman drew forth the warmest 
plaudits of the assembly by a closing 
address, every way worthy of his liberal 


and enlightened mind. 


IRISH EVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 

This Society held its nineteenth an- 
nual meeting at Finsbury chapel, Moor- 
fields, on Tuesday evening, May 7th. 
T. Walker Esq. in the chair. 

Rev. A. Tidman read an abstract of 


the’ Report, in which a rapid sketch | 
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was given of the stations occupied, the 
number of agents employed, the nature 
of the labours in which they had been 
engaged, and the success which had at- 
tended their various exertions, &c. &c. 
By means of preaching and Scripture 
reading many congregations had been 
raised, and Christian churches formed. 
Schools had been established both for 
children and adults; Bibles and -tracts 
had been distributed, and great attention 
had been excited. As to the funds, 
there had been a falling off to the 
amount of £450. Ireland, amidst her 
own deep poverty, had done what she 
could, and Scotland had not been back- 
ward to show its regard to the good 
cause. Some of the auxiliaries in 
England had also done well; though as 
to many churches, especially in the me- 
tropolis, the hopes of the committee had 
been greatly disappointed. It was earn- 
estly hoped that while the mercy of Bri- 
tain was extended to the wants of another 
hemisphere, it would not allow those 
who were so near home to remain in 
ignorance. Six millions of the inha- 
bitants of Ireland were in awful igno- 
rance, and under the influence of de- 
basing superstitions. Success had 
attended the exertions which had been 
made; and there was every encourage- 
ment to renewed efforts, and to fervent 
prayer. The foe to be subdued was 
powerful, but the means employed were 
peaceful, and the triumph was sure. 
Prophecy depicted the final overthrow 
of the accursed system by which Ireland 
was enthralled, and the Prince of Peace 
would claim her as his own. The in- 
come of the Society amounted to 
£3096. 18s, 9d., and the disbursements 
to £3098. 18s. 10d; there were en- 
gagements and debts to the amount of 
£600, and £500 stock had been sold 
out. Congregational collections were 
very strongly urged. 


The Rev. G. Clayton; D. Stewart, 
Dublin; J, Burnet; Dr. Styles ; Dr, Mor- 
rison ; and Josiah Conder, Esq., spoke 
on the occasion. ‘The collections and 
donations sent to the platform exceeded 
£150. 


LONDON 

The thirty-ninth annual meeting of 
this Society was held at Exeter Hall on 
Thursday, the 9th of May. The two 
largest rooms in that spacious building 
were occupied on the occasion, and still 
it is said many persons were obliged to 
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return disappointed, from being unable 
to gain admission into either, The 
“services of the day were commenced 
with singing and prayer. ‘T. Wilson, 
Esq., the treasurer, presided. The 
following brief abstract from the Report 
will furnish a general view of the pre- 
sent extent of the Society’s operations. 


Stations and 


Mission- Native 
Out-stations, i 


aries. Teachers. 


South Seas’. <i .2..!. Sdnent ia ae 
Beyond the Ganges. 5... 7.... 3 
East Indies. ....... 14Q+cemB2 oes ATS 
Russiagectias ov. DA ao ae eS 
Mediterranean. .... 2.- 2 «26. — 
SouthyAttica).:.ad. 2oeeer BS = ws 

Madagascar and Mau- 
DELUUS. Wary eele wads Beda we 93 
British! Guiana.:ds eG GAP oer? 
220 93 264 


Making, with upwards of 400 school- 
masters, assistants, catechists, &c., be- 
tween 500 and 600 persons, more or 
less dependent on the society, exclusive 
of families. 

The number of native churches is 54, 
and that of native communicants 4,557 ; 
of schools the number is 448, and that of 
scholars 27,257. The number of print- 
ing establishments is 13, from nine of 
which have been printed 250,050 books, 
including 37,500 portions of Scripture, 
and from eleven stations, 113,237 copies 
of books have been put in circulation 
during the past year. 

The amount of the receipts of the so- 
ciety during the past year, ‘including 
about 3,3001, contributed at the stations 
abroad, is nearly 37,5001, and the ex- 
penditure, for the same period, in- 
cluding that of the amount of the 
foreign contributions which are applied 
to specific missions on the spot, nearly 
41,6001.; leaving a balance against the 
society of upwards of 4,000/. for the 
past year. An income of 45,000L., or 
about 10,0001, annually more than the 
amount contributed in the United King- 
dom during the past year, will be re- 
quired to enable the directors to éarry 
on the missions of the society, on their 
present scale of operation, in an efficient 
and satisfactory manner, 


The Rey, Dr. Wardlaw; Dr. S. Cox, 
of New York; R. W. Hamilton; J. Lang- 
ley ; Dr. Doran, (late a church mission- 
ary at Travancore) ; J. Burder; Rey. J. 
Roberts (late missionary in Ceylon) ; 
D. Stewart, of Dublin; J, Philippo ; 
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also'J.Davies,Esq. (Treasurer of the Cal- 
yinistic Methodist Society of Wales) ; 
and the Hon. Captain Waldegrave, 
R. N., severally addressed the meeting. 
A collection was made during the 
proceedings, which amounted to 
£363. 3s. 3d. 


At several of the above Meetings, a 
tribute of respect was paid to the 
memory of Lord Gambier, Vice-presi- 
dent of the Bible Society, Dr. Adam 
Clarke, Rey. Rowland Hill, Rey. Rd. 
Watson, and other distinguished mem- 
bers of the respective Societies, who 
have been removed by death during 
the past year. Those of our readers 
who have leisure to peruse more ex- 
tended reports of the speeches and 
proceedings at these meetings than our 
space will afford, we must refer to ‘The 
Patriot,” to whose ample columns we 
have been partly indebted for the 
abridged accounts we have been able to 
furnish them, 

Ep, 


CASE OF APPLEBY LEICESTERSHIRE. 


Feeling deeply interested in the success 
of their Christian brethren at Appleby, a 
few of the surrounding ministers proposed 
a visit to this village, which lies at a con- 
siderable distance from every other station 
in the county, and meeting there, accord. 
ing to agreement, on the 2nd of April, two 
sermons were preached ; one by Mr. New, 
of Arnsby, the other by Mr. Mursell, of 
Leicester, and the sum of 8l. 10s. was 
collected towards the removal of a remain- 
ing debt. The neat little meeting-house 
and premises at Appleby, cost about 4001. ; 
but through the exceeding liberality of the 
Birmingham friends, in connexion with 
701. from the London Building Fund, and 
other contributions from the county, this 
amount has been reduced to 1001. which 
still presses very heavily on this rising 
cause, while the people have to contend 
with difficulties, springing from their ex- 
treme poverty, and from the prevalence 
of a high church spirit in the village. We, 
whose names are attached, being person- 
ally acquainted with the place, and highly 
esteeming the minister and his flock, do, 
at their request, most earnestly commend 
this case to the attention of the public. 
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The debt, though apparently trifling, 
threatens to crush this little church, while 
the very slender resources of their minis- 
ter are so diminished by it as to render it 
almost impossible to exist. Good has 
been done and is still doing. Mr. Barnett, 
the laborious pastor, preaches constantly 
in the surrounding villages ; and it is our 
deliberate opinion that no more deserving 
instance can be offered to the attention of 
the churches, Persuaded that the friends 
at Appleby will not solicit sympathy in 
vain, we beg to direct all who may be dis- 
posed to aid them, to the Rev. J. Dyer, 
Fen-court, the Rev. J. Morgan, Birming- 
ham, and to either of the names subjoin- 
ed to this appeal, by whom contributions 
will be readily received, and a report of 
the items supplied through the medium of 
the Magazine for August, or by more direct 
acknowledgment. 

The conduct of Mr. Hare, the present 
deacon of the church at Appleby, who 
gave the land worth 2601. on which the 
building is raised, and who rendered his 
assistance as a carpenter, gratuitously, in 
perfecting the work, deserves to be honour- 
ably mentioned, ” 

C. BuRDITT, Sutton in the Elms, 
J. Jones, Monks Kirby. 

J. New, Arnsby. 

J.P. MuRseELL, Leicester. 


NOTICES, 


The Annual Meeting of the ministers 
and members of the Baptist denomina- 
tion will be held at the Rev. Dr. Rippon’s 
new Chapel, Park Street, near the foot 
of Southwark Bridge, on Wednesday 
morning, June 19th, when a Report of 
the state of the denomination, drawn up 
at the request of the last meeting, will be 
read. The chair will be taken at 8 o’clock. 


The Bedfordshire union of Christians 
will be held on Wednesday, June 12th, 
when Rev. Caleb Birt is expected to 
preach in the morning, and Rey. R. Cecil 
in the evening. 


The next Annual Meeting of the Bris- 
tol Education Society will be held at 
Broadmead, on Thursday, the 13th of 
June, when the Rev. Hugh Russell, ‘of 
Broughton, is expected to preach. Ser- 
vice*to commence at 11 o’clock. The Sub- 
scribers will afterwards meet in the 
vestry, for the transaction of business. 


The Annual Sermon for the London 
Baptist Building Fund, will be on Lord’s 
day Evening, June 16th, at Elim Chapel, 
Fetter Lane, (Mr, Elvey’s) half-past 6 
o’clock, 
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The Annual Sermon for the Baptist 
Irish Society, will be on Monday 
evening, June 17th, at Fetter Lane 
Chapel, (Rev. C. Morris’s,) half-past 6 
o’clock, 


STEPNEY COLLEGE. 

The Committee have great pleasure in 
informing the friends of this institution 
that above £600 has been subscribed 
towards the extinction of the debt, and 
that additions have been made to the 
annual subscriptions to the amount of above 
£50; and, having reason to believe that 
many friends in the country are yet 
intending to assist, they beg to urge upon 
them the forwarding their subscriptions 
to the Treasurer, before the 20th of June, 
when the accounts must be closed, by 
which means the object proposed by a 
beneyolent individual, in forwarding a 
large conditional subscription, will be 
secured. 

On Tuesday in the mission week, (June 
18th,) the ministers who have been edu- 
cated at Stepney College intend to take 
breakfast together at the King’s Head, in 
the Poultry, at 8 o’clock. 

On Thursday, June 20, the Sermon for 
the above institution will be preached at 
Devonshire Square Chapel, by the Rev. 
Edward Steane, Half-past 6, 

On Tuesday, June 25, the Annual 
Meeting will be held at the King’s Head, 
Poultry, W. B. Gurney, Esq., in the 
chair, Six o’clock. - 


ORDINATIONS. 


On Tuesday, the 9th of April, Mr. John 
Dyer, jun. late of Bristol Academy, was 
ordained pastor of the Baptist Church, 
assembling in Badcox-lane, Frome, lately 
under the pastoral care of the Rey. T.T, 
Newman, now of Shortwood. ‘The Rev, 
T. S. Crisp, of Bristol, delivered the in- 
troductory address, and asked the usual 
questions ; the Rev. J, Viney, of Beck- 
ington, offered the ordination prayer; the 
Rey. John Dyer, of London, delivered the 
charge, and the Rev. W. Walton, of Trow- 
bridge, addressed the church, The other 
parts of the services were conducted by 
the Rev. Messrs, Curwen, (Independent, ) 
Evans, (Wesleyan,) Clarke, of Poulton, 
Knibb, of Jamaica, and Jones, of Frome. 
Several other ministers, from different 
parts, were kindly present on the occa- 
sion. 


On Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1832, Mr. Jobn 
Trimming was set apart to the pastoral 
office over the Particular Baptist Church 
at Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire. 
Mx, Woollacott, of Westminster, stated the 
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principles of dissent, explained the 
nature of a gospel church, and received 
’ the pastor’s confession of faith. Mr. 
Vorley, of Charlton, offered the ordination 
prayer. Mr. Coomb, of London, gave 
the charge from Colossians iv. 17, Mr. 
Murrell, of St. Neots, addressed the 
Church from Deut. i. 38. And Mr. 
Woollacott preached in the evening from 
Acts ii. 1, 4. Messrs, Abingdon, White 
temore, and Adcock, engaged in the 
devotional exercises. 


CHAPEL OPENED. 
ROCHDALE. 


On Wednesday, March 6 a new Bap- 
tist Chapel was opened in Rochdale: on 
which occasion Dr.Steadman, of Bradford, 
preached in the morning from Rey. iii. 7, 
‘* He that openeth and no man shutteth ;” 
Mr. Saunders, of Liverpool, preached in 
the afternoon from Rev, xxii. 3, “ And 
his servants shall serve him ;” and Dr. 
Raffles, of Liverpool, preached in the 
evening from John xii, 32. Messrs. Ely, 
of Rochdale, (Independent,) Birt, of 
Rochdale, (Methodist, ) Jackson, White- 
wood, Aldis, and Edwards, offered up 
prayer and thanksgiving. On the Lord’s- 
day following, Mr. W. Stephens, the 
pastor of the church, preached from Psalm 
xc. 14; and Mr, W. Fawcett, of Hebden- 
bridge, preached in the afternoon and 
evening, from Isaiah xxxviii. 19, and 
Zachariah, vi. 13. On this interesting 
occasion the attendance was very large, 
and the liberalitymanifested very pleasing, 
as the collections amounted to 1431, 6s. 6d. 

The chapel is a plain, but elegant and 
commodious, building, and in a very good 
situation. It affords pleasant accommo- 
dation for more than 600 adult persons and 
300 Sunday-school children, and beneath 
it, but both light and lofty, is a spacious 
school-room, with every convenience, 

Though the cost of the land and chapel 
amounts to about 3,000/. yet, through the 
abounding liberality of the church and 
congregation, and friends in the town, it 
is all paid, within about 400/. 


- 


Received by the Rev. J. M. Thomas, for 
the Rev. J. Herring’s family : 


W. Burls, Esq., Edmonton.... 5 0 0O 
Mrs. Kemp, Hackney ...:.... 0 5 0 
Mr. Caleb Lewis, Cardigan,,. 1 0 0 
Friends at Newtown ........ 3. 0iex® 
Mr. Reynolds, Aylesbury, by 

the Rey. Jolyimey.»:.*. 2.0. 1° 0.0 
Newtown, Montgomeryshire, by 

the Rey. Mr. Pricese.si..2) 36 0.00 
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Subscriptions for the family of the late 
Rey. John Jones, of Newtown. 


Mr. John Shaw, Lowwestwood 0 10 0 
By do. from Salandine Nook.. 3 1 0 
B. Goodman, Esq., Leeds»... 1 1 0 
Mr, Wild, Ost Maen atdveoe se J!) 
Mr, Chadwick, do. mle le Nga) 


RECENT DEATHS. 


On Tuesday, Feb. 26th, at Caxton, in the 
county of Cambridge, Mary Ann, the wife 
of Mr. S. Fordham, pastor of the Bap- 
tist Church, Hail Weston, Hants. In 
the thirty-ninth year of her age. 


Died on Saturday, the 30th of March, 
after five days’ illness, Mr. Peregrine 
Phillips, deacon of the church, Broad- 
mead, Bristol. He was sixty-nine years 
of age, fifty-two of which he had been a 
consistent professor of the religion in the 
faith of which he died, 


On Sunday, March 24th, Mrs. Pain, 
of Woodstock, aged seventy years. She 
was one of the twelve who united together 
in church fellowship in the above place 
about six years ago, and she is the first 
of that number whom death has removed. 


Died on Wednesday, Oct. 10th, 1832, 
the Rev. J. P. Porter, aged seventy-two, 
who, for more than forty years, sustained 
the pastoral office of the Baptist Church 
meeting in Somerset Street, Bath. 

On Thursday, the 18th, his body was 
deposited in the silent tomb, in the pre- 
sence of a multitude of spectators. The 
pall was borne by the following ministers : 
Mr. Owen, Mr. Cater, Mr. Evans, and 
My, Jackson. Mr. Jay delivered: an 
address at the grave, and Mr, Jackson 
concluded the solemnity with prayer. 

On the following Sunday evening, the 
funeral sermon was preached to a most 
crowded congregation, by Mr. Gough, of 
Westbury Leigh. 


ERRATA. 
Page 206, for Turvetine, read Turretine, 

207, col. i. 1. 16, for half, read nearly 
half. 

215, col. i. 1. 28, for collecteena, read 
collectanea. 

213, col. ii. 1. 24, add the word as 
after “ considered.” 


230, for Qurquand, read Turguand. 
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It will be seen, by the present number of the Irish Chronicle, that the list of 
extra contributions, to meet the pecuniary difficulties of the Society, is gradually 
enlarging. It is, indeed, exceedingly desirable that the friends of Ireland should 
so far sympathize in the exertions and obligations of the Institution as may be 
necessary to remove the burden of debt by which it is now oppressed ; and thus 
prevent that which cannot be contemplated but with deep regret—contracting the 
sphere of its benevolent operations. 

From a letter, which arrived too late for insertion, we are happy to announce a 
further remittance of £72 from our esteemed friend Mr. Stephen Davis, who pur- 
poses continuing his visit to America a few weeks longer than stated in his former 
communication, that he may extend his journey to some places not included in his 
original plan. 

The Annual Sermon in favour of the Society, will be preached (Providence per- 
mitting,) at the Rey. C. Morris's Chapel, Fetter-lane, Monday evening, the 17th 
inst., by the Rey. W. Coultart, Baptist Missionary, late of Kingston, in Jamaica, 
service to commence at half-past six; and the public Meeting will be holden at the 
City of London Tavern, on Friday morning, the 21st. Breakfast at six o'clock, 


and the Chair to be taken at seven precisely. 


To the Secretaries of the Baptist 
Trish Society. 
Limerick, April 18, 1833. 
BrLoveD BRETHREN, 

The pecuniary circumstances of the 
society give me great concern. I hope 
the Lord will appear and excite his 
people to support his own cause. The 
debt is serious ; but what is it to those 
who love to promote the truth, if they 
will take it into consideration? What 
are we to do with our fine Scripture 
schools, so full of children in general, 
notwithstanding opposition? Are they to 
be dismissed, and the children go to the 
corrupt hedge schools, even were their 
poor parents able to pay for them ? 

I was thinking, if I could come to 
England, and lay these with other cir- 
cumstances before the friends of truth 
and scriptural education, that it might 
additionally convince them of the great 
importance of supporting the objects of 
our society. It is admitted that scrip- 
tural societies have kept alive and ex- 
cited the spirit of Protestantism, and 
inquiring after divine truth, in this 
country, in which the Baptist Society 
has borne a prominent, and distinguished, 
and principal part, particularly in the 
south and west of Ireland, those scenes 
of popish darkness and desolation. I 
am, my dear friends, ever your faithful 


and affectionate, 
W.- Tuomas. 


Application for Baptism, from a Scrip- 
TURE Irish Reaper to the Rev. 
James ALLEN. 

Srr, 

Pardon the presumption f take in dis- 
closing my mind to your reverence. 

I was bred in a mountainous place, 
wherel may say there was no religion 
whatever, though we had a priest, who, 
T am sure, could not translate the missal; 
yetI have often seen him burn Bibles 
and Testaments. But, in the dispensations 
of Providence, I was sent to Liverpool, 
and, being always fond of information, I 
took the liberty of going into disseating 
chapels, where I heard a minister re- 
commend his flock to ask for the old 
paths and walk therein, and that they 
would find rest for their souls. I was 
then like a bird that wandereth from 
her nest, for I thought that the old 
paths were in the church of Rome, and, 
being a stranger in the country, I knew 
not where to get a Bible or Testament ; 
but it pleased God that I came home 
shortly afterwards, and was appointed 
to teach for the Baptist Irish Society, 
where I had a real opportunity of read- 
ing the scriptures, and, in the course of 
a year or two, evidently saw that the 
doctrines of the church of Rome were 
new, erroneous, unscriptural, and op- 
posed to the word of God, and, instead 
of the innumerable mediators that I 


was bound to pray to, whilst under the 
2k 
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tyranny of the priests, that there was 
but one Mediator to be found in the 
gospel (the man Christ Jesus), that 
there was no other name given among 
men whereby they could be saved, and 
that they who thought to go up any 


other way but through him, were called ~ 


“‘thieves and robbers.” I also read 
where the inspired penman, St. John, 
was calling the people out of Babylon. 
I tried to see what was. the church of 
Rome, Babylon ; and, upon examination, 
I found her to be the cage of every foul 
and unclean bird. Ishook and shivered, 
and found it was full time to separate, 
lest I should be found in her when 
God and his holy angels would come 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on all 
who obeyed not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I was then, for about 
two years, contented with protesting 
only against the errors of her com- 
munion, until I met the answer of 
Christ to the woman of Samaria, and 
heard some of your intelligent sermons, 
and then I proposed Baptism, not be- 
lieving it to be necessary to salvation, 
but admittance into the field of believers; 
therefore I propose now again, hoping 
it may meet» with your approbation, to 
admitme into the church, and let me 
follow the example of all believers re- 
corded in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
that of my blessed Master, Jesus Christ, 
in the river Jordan, 

Micnart M*Vatty 


From an Irtsn Reaper to 
James ALLEN. 
Ardnaree, April 16, 1833, 

Reverenpv Sir, 
It is with pleasure I inform you that 
I have never before seen my Roman 
Catholic neighbours and acquaintances 
so attentive to the reading and searching 
of the scriptures as they have recently 
been ; never was there such a time of 
inquiry since the commencement of the 
Baptist institution, Surely ‘the angel 
is flying in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth,” ‘ and 
the kingdoms of this world will become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and 
ever.’ The circulation of that book of 
books has done more good than I can 
make you sensible of: there are very 
few cabins in this part of the country 
that have not a Bible or Testament in 
them. The parents, as well as the 
children, are daily benefiting hy that 
charitable plan that has been adopted 
by the friends of truth for the spiritual 


Rev. 
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improvement of the hitherto misguided 
and bewildered Irish people, 

Many persons, who have not the for- 
titude of attending the public preaching 
of the gospel, often seem glad to receive 


‘private instruction from me, by way of 


reading and conversation, and the use 
of religious books and tracts. 

The invitations I receive from the 
people in every direction that 1 come 
to, together with the general resort I 
have at my house in order to hear the 
scriptures read and explained, plainly 
indicate the high estimation in which 
the divine word is held in this part of 
Treland. 

I am diligently endeavouring daily 
to inculcate scriptural principles among 
the inhabitants. of this my native coun- 
try, trying by every possible means to 
eradicate superstition, ignorance, and 
vice from their minds, and to direct 
their attention to the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus ; and I humbly trust 
that my feeble efforts in many instances 
are not in vain. Since my last I have 
visited many families in this town and 
in the country, reading and talking with 
them regarding the one thing needful; 
and there seems to be an increasing 
desire manifested by those poor people 
to hear the word of God read and ex- 
plained to them, particularly in their 
vernacular tongue. Ob, may Satan and 
Antichrist fall as lightning from heaven, 
and every system of religion which has 
not the Bible for its authority and Christ 
for its foundation! May the efforts of 
the Lord’s people be abundantly blessed, 
and Christ’s name glorified throughout 
the earth! Amen. 

Rocrer Mutuarry, 


From Micnart Mutriarny to Rev. 
James ALLEN. 
Ballina, April 16, 1833. 
Reverenp Sir, 

Yesterday we returned from our tour 
through the baronies of Liney and Tyre- 
ragh, Although we endured much fa- 
tigue during our journey, from the bad- 
ness of the weather, our souls were 
cheered under the consideration of use- 
fulness, making the promises of Jeho- 
vah the basis of our comfort, ‘As the 
rain cometh down, and the snow from 
heaven,” &c, ‘so shall my word be, 
that goeth forth out of my mouth,” &c. 
Isa. lv. 10,11. God has, surely, over- 
ruled the dispensations of his provi- 
dence for the good of his own cause, 
In consequence of the weather being 
stormy, the men were prevented from 
being engaged in the fields, which 
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eaused our meetings to be more nume- 
rously attended. Many persons heard 
our message, and I trust God has blessed 
it to the souls of some. Though the 
storm of persecution which threatened 
to be raised against us by clergymen, 
and others of various denominations, 
seemed terrifying in the commence- 
ment, on more minute consideration 
it has done the cause more good than 
harm; it has brought persons who 
heretofore were ignorant of Baptist 
principles to inquire what the babblers, 
who turned the world upside down, 
had to say for themselves. No wonder 
Satan should take the alarm, when 
those, who, a short time ago, were an 
insignificant few, were spreading far 
and wide: “the little one is becoming 
a thousand, and the small one a mighty 
nation.” 

On the 17th ult. I preached in 
this town in the morning, and in the 
evening in Mullefany. Arter preaching, 
several persons stopped with me to a 
late period, comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual things. 

24, Held a prayer-meeting in Mr. 
Quinn’s in the morning, preached in 
the evening in Mullefany. Martin 
Carney who travelled along with me, 
said that, when he was coming to 
preaching, his neighbours asked him 
why he was leaving his own church, 
and going to hear the Baptists, he said 
it was no wonder he should be ashamed 
of the doctrines of the church of Rome, 
whereas their own priests were dis- 
gusted with them. Last year, said he, 
they enjoined fasts on their people, for 
the observance of which they called 
down imprecations on their heads this 
year. 

31.Preached twice in Easky. Francis 
Ferguson, who generally comes three 
miles to preaching, requested that I 
would come and preach at his house, 
that his father, a very old man, might 
have an opportunity of hearing the 
gospel. The day following, by appoint- 
ment, I preached to a small but at- 
tentive congregation. 

5th inst. Read the scriptures and 
distributed tracts in several houses in 
Ardvalley ; the people appeared de- 
lighted, and prayed for the prosperity 
of the society. 

7. Travelled 
preached twice. : 

8. Preached in Liney, in the village 
of Aclane. 

9. Visited Thady Luden of whom I 
made mention in a former letter. I 
spoke to him a long time on the doc- 
trine of substitution. He appears to 


twenty miles and 
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be cured of popery, and, I trust, con- 
verted. Heleft his work, and, at the 
risk of bearing persecution, came more 
than three miles to preaching. In the 
evening preached in Chuftpool. 

10. Preached in Cungil. 11. In 
Cooaney. 13, Preached in Tinnod to 
an attentive congregation. 

14. Preached in Easky. The con- 
gregations were large and respectable, 
both in the morning and in the evening. 

15. Returned home after travelling 
77 miles during the week. 

The parish of Kilmatigue has af- 
forded various instances to lead us to 
hope that the Lord is making bare his 
arm for the dissemination of truth in 
despite of opposition. We were told 
that when we first entered the parish 
a country schoolmaster, of the name 
of Howly, called us black devils, and 
said that the people ought not to hear 
us. To remove any unfavourable im- 
pression which he had made on the 
people, 1 commenced with himself. 
When I first spoke to him about 
Jesus Christ, he got up to leave the 
house. After conversing with him, first 
mildly on different subjects, I pointed 
to the errors of the church of Rome. 
Before I left the house he proposed 
coming to preaching, and said he would 
bring other persons with him. 

Were the society at this moment to 
withdraw their operations from Ireland, 
there is a candle lighted that never will 
be extinguished ; but, should they be 
permitted to proceed with their former 
energy, it is hoped they will soon be 
amply repaid for their benevolent exer- 
tions, in haying IJrish gratitude showing 
itself in co-operating with the English 
brethren, to extend the kingdom of 
the Redeemer in heathen lands. 

Micuart Muiiarky. 


From an Irish Reaper to the 
Rev. Wi.ii1am Tomas, 
Limerick, April 16, 1833. 
Reverenp Sir, 

Saturday, the 12th instant, I returned 
from Roadford, forty-four miles from 
Limerick; while I was there I travelled 
in company with one of your agents, 
Augustine Thynn. We were busily, 
and I hope profitably, employed in 
teading and expounding the holy 
scriptures from house to house, I also 
distributed the parcel of tracts which 
I received from you a few days pre- 
vious to my going. 

The inhabitants of Roadford and of 
the country about it, are very destitute 
ofthe gospel means of salyation. Were 
it not for the above-named reader, who 
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resides there, it is to be feared that 
the people would be left in total ig- 
norance of the Lord Jesus Christ, aud 
of that invaluable treasure, the word 
of God. 

On my return, according to your 
orders, I visited the school in Ennis, 
and heard several of the children read 
the Scriptures. 

Before I went to Roadford, I read 
the Scriptures to different families in 
Limerick, and distributed some tracts ; 
I also had various conversations with 
individuals, many of whom would not 
listen tome reading the word of God: 
to some Roman Catholics the very 
sight of a Bible makes them afraid to 
hold any intercourse with us, for their 
priests often warn them to be aware of 
us, that we are wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. Oh, how necessary the ad- 
monition of our divine Lord and Master, 
Be ye wise es serpents, and harmless as 
doves ! 

Wiiiram WALL, 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Receivedsby Mr. IvIMEY :— 
Collected by Rev. B. Evans, 


of Scarborough - - - - 10 0 0 
My. Rose, Huddersham - - 1 0 O 
By Rey. J. DYER :— 

Portsmouth, Portsea, and Gos- 

port Auxiliary - - - - 12 16 10 

Received by the TREASURER :— 

From Mr. Stephen Davis -72 0 0 
For Mary’sPhilanthropicSchool 

in Galway, by Mr. Fernie, 

Tottenham - - - 12 10 0 
Female Baptist Irish Society, 

by Mrs, Ivimey - - - 28 0 0 
Eagle-street Auxiliary Mis. 

sionary Society, one third by 

Mr. Neale - - = Lt Os 
Abergavenny, by Rev. Sone 

Campbell - - - - EA0s 
Fakenham, by Mrs. eRiipaon L144 0 
Lymington Auxiliary Society, 

by Rev. J. Millard - - - 5 0-383 
Collected by Mr, Pritchard :— 
~ Liverpool - - - - - 8210 0 

Wihttohurch. =P = es ow st ed nek 

Oswestry, -' - - + .-«(5  8e06 

Shrewsbury - - - - - 5 0 0 

Towcester - - - - - 316 1 

Cheltenham - - - = - 1 0.0 
Collected by Rev. ROBERT HARNESS :— 
Pontefract and Neighbourhood 20 5 3 
Doncaster and Carlton - - 4 8 0 
Sheffield =! <1) oii ey ONTO °6 
Huddersfield, Lockwood, and 

Saladine Nook - - ~ - 22 16 11 
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Walttax - -"*-"-- "s «7 ~ lee 9 G 
Rochdale - - - - - - 5 5 0 
Bacup - - - - - - - 9 2 6 
Bolton = s = = eee, 
Warrington - - - - - Sll O 
Bradford - = ol 24 0 
Howarth and Aigner ee ia, 
Leeds ue: =. = ae = A 

180 13 2 


At the Committee Meeting, May 7th, 
it was resolved to set on foot an extra 
subscription, and the following sums 
were then contributed ; which example, 
they have no doubt, will be followed by 
many of the friends of the Society, both 
in town and country, as they earnestly 
desire that the overwhelming debt may 
be removed previously to the Annual 
Meeting. 


Rev. J. Ivimey - - = - 5 0 O 
Wr. Cozeis.. =. eos = Os De 
Mr. Marshall - - - - - 10 0 O 
My, Millard - - - - -10 0 0 
Mr. Penny - - - - - -10 0 O 
Mr. Merrett -~ - - = - 5 0.9 
Mr. Sinith, == a" - = 5, OG 
My. Paxbn je = i= = ww, 1 OG 
Received by the TREASURER :— 

For Mare-street Irish School, 

by Miss Meyer - - - - 7 0 0 

Received by Rev. JoHN DYER :-— 

Rev. Reynold Hogg - - - 2 2 
Bewdley, by Rev. G. Brookes 1 18 
Pershore, collected by Mrs. Risdon :-— 

Mrs, Page, Worcester - - 2 0 

Mrs. H. Hudson, Pershore 0 10 

Mrs. H. Hudson, Jun. - - 1 

Mis) Risdon” = “< “S > See 1 

Mrs. Brown =< “~ = «= <- 

Mrs. M. Hope - - = - 

Mr. Bidlake RS? Os 

Nr Hackett =" 2.75 SP" a 

Miss Derrick - - - - 

Mr. R. Ganderson - - - 

Mra. Perkins’ 20s "29% 


Mirai" Mitra SS. 
Mr. J. Andrews = 
Mr. E. Andrews + - - 


om woonrtbPhhotmoooococooooooos wo 


oo SCoooooocososooocooooosso 
wow WNW KYW PRhOAAANAAAaaa»nnec 


Mr. Dufry - - - - - 
Esther Saunders Se 
Sarah Simon eae he 
Lydia Payne ~ - - - 
Miss Andrews - - - -~ 
Mr oSy Conn. SS"). “Fe 
Mr. W. Roberts - - - 
Master Keen - «< ~= "5 
Children of the Baptist Sun- 
day School - - - - 
Small Sums - - - - - 


~J 
_ 
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CLXXIII. JUNE, 1833. 


BAPTIST MISSION. 


The Friends to this Mission are respectfully informed, that the following 
arrangements have been made for the ANNUAL Mrerrines 
of the Socrery :— 


TUESDAY, JUNE 18. 

Mornine, x1.—The Committee of the Society will assemble at the 
Mission House, Fen Court, when the company of all 
ministers of the denomination, who may be in town, is 
requested. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19. 


MorninG, xt.—Sermon at the Poultry Chapel (Rev. J. Clayton’s), 
by the Rev. 


*.* We regret to state that the Rev. J. A. James, of Birmingham, who had kindly engaged 
for this service, is prevented by illness—and this sheet must go to press before we can announce 
the name of his successor. 


EveninG, vi.—Sermon for the Society, at Surrey Chapel, Black- 
friars Road, by the Rev. James Smiru, of Ilford. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 20. 
Morninc, 1x.—Meeting for prayer, at Eagle-Street Meeting House, 


Some Minister from the country is expected to deliver 


an Address. 


x1.—Annual Meeting of the Society, at Spa Fields 
Chapel. Joun C. Gorcn Esq., of Kettering, in the Chair. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


CALCUTTA. 


Letter from Mr. George Pearce, dated 
Caleutta, Nov. 23, 1832. 


About a month after the date 
of this letter, our Missionary 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Penney, 
and Mrs. George Pearce, together 
with the motherless family of 
Mr. Jonathan Carey, embarked 
in the Bolton, and arrived at 
Exmouth, on the 4th of May. Mr. 
and Mrs. Penney were deprived, 
by death, of their only infant, on 


the passage; but we rejoice to 
add that their health, and that 
of Mrs. Pearce, derived consider- 
able benefit from the voyage. 


My Dear BROTHER, 

A considerable time has elapsed since 
I last addressed you on the subject of my 
labours in this heathen land: it is proper, 
therefore, that 1 give you some further 
information without delay, I should 
have sent you a long journal of a visit to 
Kharee, in the beginning of the year, 
but as large extracts were made from it, 
and printed in the Calcutta Missionary 
Herald, of which I believe you get a copy 
regularly, I did not conceive it necessary. 
In the month of May last I made another 
visit to Tuckyantipore and Kharee, the 

Bs.06 
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occasion of which was a very painful one ; 
the end, however, by the mercy of God, 
was better than I had anticipated. Some 
account of this visit I will now give you. 
At the Luckyantipore station, the con- 
verts, in consequence of my numerous 
Calcutta engagements, the distance of 
the station, and the frequent indisposition 
of my dear partner, had not received that 
attention which it was desirable to give 
them. The consequence was, that many 
of them grew very careless about Chris- 
tianity, until, in the time of temptation, 
they were seduced again into the service 
of the devil. You may, perhaps, remem- 
ber that I have informed you in previous 
communications of the dearth that has 
prevailed in this district for two or three 
years successively, and of the consequent 
distress of the people generally. Allured, 
therefore, by the prospects of gain, the 
individuals already alluded to, on the 
days of the Churruk Pooja, engaged in 
singing idolatrous songs from village to 
yillage, in honour of Seeb, who is wor- 
shipped at this festival. You may easily 
judge of my dismay and distress, on re- 
ceiving this intelligence. What dishonour 
to God, what injury to the cause of our 
Redeemer was: thus occasioned, and into 
what dangerous circumstances had these 
unhappy people brought themselves by 
their conduct! After a little time I de- 
termined to go- down immediately to 
Luckyantipore, as the best thing to be 
done to prevent others from following the 
example of those who had fallen, and of 
reclaiming, perhaps, some of them, In 
the mean time, I sent down directions 
to those who stood firm, to separate them- 
selves entirely from the fallen, in order 
that the heathen and the fallen themselves 
might at once see that we considered their 
conduct as a crime of a most heinous 
nature, To these directions they attended; 
so that, when the fallen came as usual to 
the chapel, to meet with them, they told 
them they were apostates, and, therefore, 
they could have no further intercourse 
with them. At first the fallen treated 
the others with resentment and contempt 
only ; but after a few days they began to 
consider what they had done, and to be 
sorry for it; and when they found, in 
consequence of the directions received 
from me, that they could not prevail on 
the others to receive them again, they 
immediately deputed one or two of their 
number to go to Kharee, in order to 
prevail on the brethren to mediate on their 
behalf. In the midst of this state of 
things, I arrived at Luckyantipore, where 
T was informed of the change that had 
taken place. I saw, however, only one 
or two of the fallen, who came and stood 
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lingering about the chapel, of whom I 
took but little notice. After settling here 
what little present circumstances would ad- 
mit of, I set off for Kharee in order to 
preach there the next day, it being the 


‘ Lord’s day, and to make arrangements with 


the people there, to act in concert in this 
unhappy business. On the morrow, I 
learnt that two of the fallen had followed 
me to Kharee, with the wish that some- 
thing might be done for their restoration. 
After the morning service, therefore, we 
had a meeting of the Kharee brethren, 
when, after a good deal of consultation, 
it was agreed to send word to the fallen 
by two of their number who had 
come over, that, if they were really peni- 
tent for what they had done, and were 
sincerely desirous of being reunited to the 
Christian community, it was necessary for 
them to manifest their penitence by going 
in a body to those several places whero 
they had sung in honour of Seeb, and 
there publicly, in the presence of their 
brethren and the heathen, to express their 
sorrow for their crimes, and abjure idola- 
try, ere the brethren would receive them 
again, With this information the two 
messengers returned to Luckyantipore. 
On Monday I followed them, accom- 
panied by several of the principal of the 
Kharee brethren, and was rejoiced to learn 
that the whole of the fallen had readily 
accepted of the conditions proposed. 
We proceeded, therefore, on Tuesday to 
the several villages where the songs had 
been sung, and there these poor people, 
in the presence of many persons, ex- 
pressed sorrow for what they had done, 
and again abjured idolatry. This was 
one of the most solemn and affecting oc- 
currences that 1 have witnessed since I have 
been in the country. The heathen that 
looked on seemed to be perfectly filled with 
amazement. The Christian brethren who 
had stood firm seemed filled with awe, and 
took care, by standing at a distance, to let 
the heathen know that they had not par- 
ticipated in the crime; while the fallen 
appeared overwhelmed with shame. To 
make the whole as impressive as possible, 
I accompanied the party from place to 
place, and took upon myself the affecting 
task of putting the questions to the fallen. 
To some, perhaps, this may seem as a 
strange procedure, and hardly justifiable ; 
but the case was a severe one, and de- 
manded a severe remedy, From the 


effects which I witnessed at the close of the 


transaction on the minds of the people, 
I then anticipated the most pleasing re- 
sults, and [ am now happy to inform you 
that I have since, and do still to this day, 
continue to witness them. From this 
period we have had in charge of this 
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station, a zealous and pretty well informed 
native brother, whose efforts, I trust, have 
been attended with good. The conduct of 
the Christian community has materially im- 
proved, especially in reference to their 
attendance on the means of grace, while 
not less than jive families have been 
brought over from heathenism, amounting 
to nearly thirty individuals. Thus is the 
sky sometimes overcast, and sometimes 
threatens a storm of destruction to all our 
labours and our hopes ; but, by the abound- 
ing goodness of God, it ends in appear- 
ances only, and a clearer and brighter day 
succeeds, 


Exertions in Calcutta. 


My time, of course, has also been oc- 
cupied in preaching in Bengalee, to the 
natives in Calcutta. Since I wrote last 
we have erected a spacious native chapel, 
in a part of Calcutta, near Chitpore, 
called Saum Bazar. At this place I have 
preached many times, and I hope not 
without success. The congregations have 
been invariably good, both as to number 
and behaviour. Many persons in the 
neightourhood have become almost con- 
stant hearers. One individual who heard 
the gospel in this place has renounced 
heathenism, and cast in his lot with us. 
He is of good family, being a Khaist, or 
of the writer caste, and I hope he will 
soon become of some use to his country- 
men. In Calcutta, just now, there is a 
great spirit for hearing among the natives, 
and, consequently, almost all our chapels 
are well attended; we hope, therefore, 
to see soon greater things than we have 
yet seen. An impression of a powerful 
nature has been made on the minds of 
the people, and many are evidently in a 
state of great agitation. Few are now 
the opposers, in order to support Hindoo- 
ism. Often, of late, have I seen the 
smile go round the congregation, when 
any new individual, fresh from the 
country, starts up with zeal to defend 
idolatry ; and not unfrequently have such 
individuals been silenced by their country- 
men telling them, “ ’Tis in vain for you 
to enter the lists with a Christian Mis- 
sionary.” It is true that the multitude 
hesitate to embrace the gospel ; but that 
thousands know its superiority there is 
not the shadow of a doubt, and that 
Hindooism sits very uneasy upon them 
there can be no doubt also. Such, then, 
is the state of things here, produced by 
the preaching of the gospel, schools, &c. 
and we trust the time is not far distant 
when numbers of Hindoos in Calcutta 
will own Jesus Christ as their Saviour 
and their God, 
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Account of a hopeful young Inquirer. 


IT may here introduce to your notice 
the interesting case of a young man, 
whose education I have had the happiness 
to superintend at the Chitpore English 
school, of which you have often heard. 
He is now, I hope, anxiously seeking 
salvation. For some time past he has 
had the tuition of the Christian boarding- 
school boys that were under my care. In 
this work I have no doubt he has received 
considerable benefit, A few days ago, 
I received a letter (written in English) 
from him, which, as I think it will afford 
you great pleasure to see, I transcribe 
verbatim, It contains several inaccuracies 
of language, but I have no doubt you 
would prefer seeing it in its original state 
than when corrected by me. 


My Dear MASTER, 

I take the liberty of writing a letter 
to you, in hopes that it will be acceptable 
to you, andthat you will answer it soon. I 
hope I shall have the pleasure of receiving 
your letter, which will give me much inter- 
est to read. I had been (was) in the Chit- 
pore school three years. Before I came 
to the school Thad no idea of God and 
of Christ. I was unable to understand 
and read my book, and to talk with my 
friends; I was taught by nobody on the 
useful subjects. I can now read and 
understand some of the Bible, and 
many other useful works. I am now 
very happy that I was in the school, and 
that I had a good opportunity of being 
favoured by you. I feel very grateful to 
God for having given me many good 
blessings and privileges, which I, in my 
present life, enjoy. My time has been 
occupied with my studies every evening 
with much interest. I have particularly 
been delighted to attend to religious 
works, 

May grace and peace from God, our 
Father, be abundantly multiplied on you, 
that, in your own happy experience, and 
in the preaching of the everlasting gospel, 
you will be transported into joy, when 
you see or hear the monument of 
God’s grace, through your instrumentality, 
as the writer of this letter is, When I 
was a student in the Chitpore school, L 
renounced Hindooism as a mass of super- 
stition, and as unworthy to be accepted 
by a rational being, and I began to search 
into the truth of Christianity, which I 
thought a system which may send its 
votaries into the celestial city ; but to my 
great grief and disappointment I am 
going to inform you I am started back 
from such a noble thought, because I 
found many absurdities (inconsistencies) 
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in it, With this I conclude, that if you 
can give satisfactory answers to the ob- 
jections I have to Christianity, I have no 
objection to embrace it. By doing 
which you shall have a crown of joy in 
the world to come, and you will shine as 
the stars for ever and ever, 


P. 8S. I return you these two books, 
Paley’s Works and the Christian Observer, 
with hearty thanks, in hopes that you 
will be kind enough to send me a book 
which will be most useful and attractive, 
I being encouraged, by the experience of 
your goodness and generosity, to ask for 
some Englisk tracts for my young friends, 
suitable to their present condition, who 
are destitute of religion, and who do not 
for a moment think of eternity. 

I am, dear master, 
Your most humble and obedt. scholar, 
GUNGANARAYAN SIEL, 
Calcutta, Nov. 16, 1832. 


Within the last two or three days I 
have received another communication from 
this youth, in which he states his objec- 
tions alluded to in the letter. They chiefly 
concern the divinity of Christ, and are 
founded on those passages in the gospels 
which seem to militate against this doc- 
trine. -I have commenced a reply to 
them, and hope, by the blessing of God, 
to succeed in removing out of his way 
these difficulties. - Should his case end 
well, I have no doubt he will prove of 
great use to his benighted countrymen. 


Christian Boarding - School. 


By arrangements which I have men- 
tioned to you in a preceding letter the 
Christian Boardiug-schools formerly under 
Mrs. Pearce’s and my own care, are trans~ 
ferred to brother and sister Ellis, who 
entered on the Chitpore station at the 
beginning of the present month; but as 
they were under our care to that period, 
it is proper for me to give you some 
account of them. Since my communi- 
cation last year respecting this institution, 
it has increased in numbers very consider- 
ably ; there are at present in it twenty- 
seven boys and twelve girls; in all thirty- 
nine. I rejoice to inform you that our 
anticipations respecting these children 
have been more than realized. Of their 
progress in learning and good behaviour 
we can make the most gratifying and 
satisfactory report. Just before we de- 
livered them over to Mr. Ellis, a public 
examination of their attainments was 
held, at which a large number of the 
friends to native improvement attended, 
and, as far as I could learn, all seemed 
highly interested at what they witnessed, 
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For an account of this examination I 
must refer you to the sixth number of 
the Caleutta Christian Observer, which 
I believe you wili get by the same ship 
that conveys this letter. My connexion 
with this institution has been one of 


_almost unmingled pleasure, and nothing 


but dire necessity could bring me to part 
with it; but, situated as I shall be after the 
departure of Mrs, P.to her native land, it 
will be impossible for me to do justice to 
the establishment, while, in consequence 
of the continued illness of brother Aratoon, 
my time is more than ever engaged in the 
native chapels in Calcutta. It will, how- 
ever, be a matter of satisfaction to you 
and the Society, that the institution is 
committed to brother Ellis’s care, of whose 
zeal and ability it is superfluous for me 
to write. In dismissing this subject, I 
cannot helpearnestly requesting that, when 
you collect for the support of schools, 
you will particularly plead for this 
institution, and also for one of a similar 
kind under the care of brother William- 
son, at Sewry, for I feel confident that 
the youth educated m these seminaries 
hereafter prove of unspeakable beneiit will 
to the country. From what I have seen 
of the children during two years past, I 
can say, without hesitation, that they are 
for the most part as intelligent, apt to 
learn, moral in conduct, and as religiously 
disposed, as any English children of equal 
circumstances that I have met with, 


CEYLON. 


We insert a communication 
from our friend Mr. Daniel, in 
which he relates, in a condensed 
form, his proceedings during 
April, May, and June last. A 
similar document from Mr. Siers 
shows that his time and strength, 


also, are fully employed in mis- 
sionary labour. 


April.— Nothing of peculiar import- 
ance, or different from the ordinary scenes 
of Missionary labour, occurred during this 
month, It has been a season of much 
affliction to all classes of persons in and 
around Colombo. The cholera morbus 
attacked, in a very virulent manner, both 
natives and Europeans. It has been pe- 
culiarly fatal among the English soldiery, 
Many fine men, having been seized by it, 
have been quickly hurried to their long 
home. TI have endeavoured, in my public 
instructions, to direct the attention of my 
hearers to the consideration -of their latter 
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énd. God grant that his providence and 
word may be attended by the efficacious 
working of his Spirit! Mrs. Daniel was 
in a measure seized by it, as was also one 
of our servants, and two of our teachers ; 
but through mercy they are now recovered. 
The great prevalence of the disorder had 
an influence in diminishing our congrega- 
tions; as was the case with all the con- 
gregations in Colombo, Bat I trust it 
will be only of temporary occurrence. 

I have been enabled, during every day 
in the month, with the exception of about 
two, when unexpected interruptions teok 
place, to preach to the people, either in the 
town or villages, the word of the truth of 
the gospel. QO for the happy time to 
arrive when the seed shall spring up and 
bear an abundant harvest ! 

During the month we were favoured 
with the company of Dr. Scudder, one of 
the American Missionaries from near 
Jaffna. He is one of the most excellent 
and devoted men with whom I ever have 
met. His conversations, and labours, 
and the accounts he has detailed of mis- 
sionary labours in the north of the island, 
have, I trust, been of essential benefit to 
my own soul. O for more of the same 
spirit which breathes in every part of the 
conduct of that eminently holy man! 

{ composed a second tract against po- 
pery, on Reading the Hely Scriptures. I 
presented it to the Tract Society. By the 
advice of the Committee 1000 are to be 
printed in the Portuguese, 2000 in the 
Singalese, and 3000 im the Tamil lan- 
guages. 

May.—This being the month of the 
annual festival in honour of Boodha, held 
at Colany, I determined to seize the op- 
portunity it presented of going, that I 
might make known to the multitude as- 
sembled the way of salvation, and distri- 
bute tracts among them. Accordingly, on 
the day of the full moon, the great day of 
the feast, I commenced my projected 
journey. 

It may be requisite to premise, that the 
worship of Boodha is very different to that 
of Juggernaut, or of many of the other 
continental gods of India. Boodhism, as 
held by the more intelligent votaries of it, 
is a system of atheism ; though the igno- 
rant people regard it as one of idolatry. 
Boodhism allows of no creator or governor 
of the world. It recognizes different 
gods; but they are mutable beings, who 
have been exalted to their devi lowals, or 
heavenly worlds, for their good actions in 
other births, and may soon leave their 
heavens and become men, or serpents, or 
even devils in hell. All existence, ac- 
cording to the Boodhistical opinion, is 
mutable, and therefore evil; and the 
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highest ambitiom of its most decided vo- 
taries is to enter Veerwaree, or to obtain 
annihilation. This condition Boodha has 
obtained : after having passed through 550 
jalyas er births, he at last became a 
Boodha, and at his death was anni- 
hilated. Hence, as Boodhism acknow- 
ledges no essential difference in the 
nature of beings, as a god may become a 
snake, and a snake a god, it pays but 
little, if any, worship to them, and con- 
fines its chief regard to the honouring of 
Boodha. Its public feasts are not dis- 
figured by those filthy and disgusting 
scenes which are witnessed at those of 
Juggernaut and others of the gods of 
Continental India. We are not, how- 
ever, to conclude that because Boodhism 
is less impure in its rites than Bramin- 
ism, that its votaries are on this account 
more ready or likely to embrace the 
gospel. I fully agree with my missionary 
brethren in this island, that no persons 
are less disposed than Buodhists to receive 
the consolations of the gospel; and, 
without divine aid, are in so hopelcss a 
condition, Filthy and base as are many 
of the scenes connected with Braminical 
idolatry, the terrors of conscience, and the 
dread of futurity operate on the minds of 
its disciples, and they resort to painful 
penances to expiate guilt and to placate the 
anger of their gods. Hence ofttimes con- 
science will suggest to them the need of 
better sacrifices than any which they can 
render, and prepare them to welcome the 
tidings of salvation through the death of 
Jesus. Nothing of this kind has place in 
the mind of the Boodhist. He believes 
in’ no inspecting, governing, rewarding, 
or punishing God. He expects no day of 
account. There is no judgment-seat 
before which he. expects to stand. He 
thinks there is indeed some occult thing, 
by which good actions will bring to a 
good place, and bad ones to a bad one ; 
and these will be succeeded by other 
changes, so that nothing immutable is 
before him. He is little alarmed by the 
thoughts of death. If he does not geta 
good condition in the next birth,’ he may 
in the one which succeeds it: and the 
surest way to do this, is not by deeds of 
justice and truth, but by giving alms to 
priests, and making offerings at temples. 
Hence, if they bring large donations at 
these annual festivals, the priests at the 
temples tell them they are to have a good 
birth in their next transmigration. [Hence 
multitudes from all parts of the land are 
seen in May and June every year flocking 
to their temples, and by one visit each 
year to these spots, with a proper offering, 
their religious services are thought to be 
sufficiently paid. Their system, there- 
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fore, is full of hostility to the gospel, and 
requires the outstretched arm of the Lord 
to be made bare to overturn it, O let the 
friends of the gospel in England pray 
much for the outpouring of the Spirit of 
God on this besotted race of men ! 

Well, attended by several of the mem- 
bers of the church, I set out on the prin- 
cipal feast-day to the place where the 
temple is built, The number of people 
coming and going to and from the temple 
was very great; but not so numerous as in 
the last year. Then the lying prophecy 
to which I have before alluded operated 
most powerfully on the mind; now, 
though it has all proved a lie, the people 
do not appear ashamed either of it, or 
their confidence in it. On our journey to 
and from the temple, in almost every 
place where we could on the road detain 
the people, we preached to them on the 
folly, the wickedness, and danger of their 
conduct, and made known to them the 
true God and Jesus Christ the only 
Saviour. Near the site of the temple, in 
one of our school-rocms, we had divine 
service, and invited the people to attend 
it, and we distributed a number of tracts 
suitable to the occasion. We met on the 
journey with a»variety of treatment ; 
some listened to our word, some reviled, 
others blasphemed. O that the Lord 
may grant that the seed then scattered 
may take deep root and produce a glo- 
rious harvest! O that many of those 
who came from such distances to honour 
an insensible’ image, by what they heard 
and by what they read, mav be turned to 
the Saviour! ; 

During this month, the tract’ which I 
wrote on Mahometanism, after having 
been translated into Tamil, has issued 
from the press, It has created a consi- 
derable sensation among the Moorish po- 
pulation in Colombo, Iany of them are 
exceedingly angry with it. It is said that 
their priests have forbidden the people to 
read it, and are preparing to answer it. 
In some cases, where I have tendered the 
tract, it has been rejected with scorn, On 
presenting one of them to a dignified 
Moorman, he threw it down on the 
ground with the utmost contempt. It is 
the first attack which has been made on 
this false system of religion in this part of 
the island: the Lord crown it with 
abundance of success ! 

During the month, beside the usual 
services in the different parts of the town 
and the villages around, I preached se- 
veral times in the open air, either in 
Bazars, or popular places of resort, in or 
near Colombo, This is the sowing time ; 
and we are often, on a variety of accounts, 
compelled to sow in tears, O that we 
may soon be enabled to reap in joy ! 
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June.—I again visited Colany ; that 
mart of Boodah’s honour. I had not in- 
tended to have gone again this year to his 
annual festival; but the time appointed 
for my visiting our school at Colany and 
Talwatta, and preaching at those places, 
being on the day of the feast which oc- 
curred in this month, I was enabled to 
accomplish both objects in one journey. I 
was much grieved to see such multitudes 
of people attending this second feast; @ 
number I think equally great, if not su- 
perior, to what were present the preceding 
month. This is an occurrence which 
does not often happen, On inquiring 
the reason, I was told, that as much 
sickness existed in different parts of 
Ceylon, on the former occasion,’ many 
persons who were thus prevented from 
attending, now took the opportunity of 
paying their offerings and fulfilling their 
vows, I gave many tracts away; some 
which I proffered were rejected with con- 
tempt—others were torn to pieces—others 
were received in a more respectful man- 
nes. O that these messengers of mercy 
may, when taken to their houses, be read 
with attention—and may the Spirit of 
God write the instructions contained in 
them on the table of their hearts! In 
many places I conversed with groups of 
people as they were collected together. 
Sometimes I was listened to with respect- 
ful attention ; at others we have to endure 
reviling and reproach ; and, in one or two 
instances, while conversing with them, 
they ran away and would not hear. Still 
the word of God is powerful; applied by 
him it is mighty through God, and it shall 
at length pull down Boodhism, and every 
system of idolatry, and bring all men in 
blessed subjection to the government of 
the Saviour. O Lord, hasten it, in thy 
own time! 

This month we had the first public 
meeting of our Tract Society. It was 
held in the Wolfendhal Dutch church. 
Mr. Justice Rough took the chair, and 
his kindness and liberality made a 
most pleasing impression on all our 
minds. At the commencement of the 
meeting, the society was deeply indebted 
to the church and mission presses for 
printing tracts, But, before the congre- 
gation left the place, a number of sub- 
scriptions and donations were promised, 
nearly sufficient to recover us from our 
embarrassments. More tracts have been 
printed and circulated within about the 
last twelve months than had taken place 
since the commencement of the society, 
While this is a pleasing fact, it brought us 
into some little difficulty. But, as God 
has appeared for us, we derive encourage- 
ment to persevere in our labours to ad- 
vance his glory. 
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My general plan of labour is to preach 
at least once each day in the week, and 
three times on Lord’s days. This plan 
meets with occasional interruptions, some- 
times from bad weather; for if heavy 
rains come, neither the Singalese nor 
Europeans will leave their houses to hear 
the word of God: at other times, from 
meeting with disappointments in reference 
to persons whom you expected would have 
prepared places and collected people 
together to hear the word of God. The 
services are most generally directed to the 
native population in Colombo and the 
villages around, in private houses, under 
verandahs, in school-rooms, and in the 
open air. In Bazars and other places we 
try to make the Saviour known. We 
want, we long, we pray for the descent 
of the Holy Ghost. O thou breath of 
God, come down, and cause these dry 
bones to live! 


BELIZE. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. 
Bourn, dated Feb. 7, 1833. 


Since my last, two have been added to 
our number, while one who had lived con- 
sistently died testifying to that grace 
which was sufficient to support her, not 
only down to old age, but in death itself, 
in a manner wherein God was glorified. 
In her consistent walk, God was pleased 
to honour himself. She called her chil- 
dren and grand-children around her 
dying pillow, and warned them as to that 
evil course they had been living, and 
pointed to them the way she had taught 
them by her example, and to the truth 
and consolation of which she testified in 
death, 

Our members are, on the whole, grow- 
ing im grace and living in the fear of 
God, and in no small degree of brotherly 
love to each other. I am gratified and 
encouraged by the evident and lively in- 
terest they feel, not only in each other’s 
spiritual welfare, and in their attention 
and sympathy to the sick and afiicted, 
but also for the conversion of sinners 
around them ; this is not more applicable 
to our coloured than it is to our white 
brethren, The grace of God, upon solid 
scriptural grounds manifested in them, has 
often produced thankfulness in my heart 
to God. 

Several of our members have been 
sick : one of them, a white brother, was 
brought near to death, but the Lord had 
mercy on him, and raised him up again. 
I pray that it may be sanctified to him ; 
if the Lord should spare him to us and 
keep him, he promises to be useful, if we 
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may judge from his humility, modesty, 
and activity. I have recently visited 
Mullin’s River and Stern Creek, in com- 
pany with captain Whittle. The last 
mentioned place is the greatest distance 
from Belize. The population is more than 
doubled since my former visit: this you 
will remember consists of Charibs, and 
now amounts to 500 in number. I 
preached tc them in the open air by 
meonlight: they were very attentive. 
The best informed among them was for- 
merly a servant of mine, during which 
time he learned to read. I enjoined it 
upon him to read the Scriptures to his 
countrymen: they are wholly destitute of 
the means of grace or any Christian in- 
structor, but are disposed to receive one. 
This place is under the jurisdiction of 
Belize. Ihave been urging it on one of 
our white members, who is married, to go 
and live among them, though we can ill 
spare him from Belize. After leaving 
Stern Creek, the same night we came on 
for Mullin’s River, went ashore early in 
the morning, visited our white brother 
whom I have mentioned in a former 
letter. He is a wonderful instance of the 
grace of God. I can scarcely help 
thinking but the Divine Being has some 
gracious purpose in view in reference to 
others through his instrumentality ; you 
will find few persons so completely dead 
to the world and yet alive to God. I 
should suppose if any one would offer him 
the whole of Belize he would not leave 
that place: he is still weak in body, but 
much better than when I saw him before. 
We had the people together, and, after the 
means of grace, left for Belize, 


JAMAICA. 

Our readers are universally 
aware that, since the publica- 
tion of our last Number, the 
Government plan of emancipa- 
tion has been laid before the 
House of Commons by Mr. 
Stanley, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, in a speech of 
three hours, in which he took a 
most able and comprehensive 
view of the great question. It 
would be going out of our pro- 
vince to discuss the details of the 
scheme proposed. We appre- 
hend there will be considerable 
modification in the progress of 
the bill through Parliament; but 
we cannot sufficiently express 
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our emotions of joyful gratitude 
that the principle—that through- 
out the British dominions man is 
no longer to possess a property in 
his fellow-man—is clearly and ex- 
plicitly laid down. It is ‘intended 
to confer on the negroes all the 
privileges of British freemen ; 
among which, the unrestrained 
right to worship God, when and | 
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where they please, is expressly 
mentioned. Such a result as this 
may well strengthen our convic- 
tion that the God we serve is the 
hearer of prayer, and encourage 
our cheerful expectations that 
our Mission in the West will, ere 
long, be permitted to resume more 
than its former aspect of pros- 


, perity. : 
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Morget. .7y. 0+ thias anne nian eee eis 20 
Rye :—Friends, by Rev, A Smith. 22... eee 

Colnbrook :—Collection, by Rey. W. 
Onlemenni)c. (xtakis ete fie db es 6 sty LS 
g 
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Fakenham :—By Misses Thompson,...... 
Stepney :—Collected by Mary Javies... 
Reading :—Auxiliary Society, by Mr. 
"Waist, 10 NEG univ eles oles Sry hele Clete 120 
Wokingham :—Collection and Subscrip- 
tions, by. Revs J. Coles... secre. cees 10 
St. Albans :—Ditio, by Rev. W.-Upton.. 29 
Portsmouth, Portsea, and Gosport 
Auxiliary, by Mr. Robinson..143 19 10 
, Previously acknowledged..100 0 0 
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Whetstone :—Mrs. Pidbury’s Missionary 

BOX... ect Wv dea vebeeCbetne 6 Comite s cee 010 0 
Melksham and Westbury :—by Rey. W. 

Knibb., 6 
Dunstable ;— Collection and Subscriptions, 

by, Revi, Wa Koibb. .0..0. on, ewe 39 18.7 
Salisbury :—Collection, by Mr. Long... 6 
Broughton :—Do. do 0 
Ridgmount :—by Rev. R. Ed- 


Ryeford :—Friends, by Rev. W. Williams 1 
Ross :—F'riends, by Mrs. Lewis (Female 

BQUCROAGR es aise eiisius.0.4.Velofalvnsiveiwen £0. 10 
Saffron Walden:—Collection and Sub- 

scriptions, by Rev. W. Knibb........ 35 
(Translations 5 2 0—Schools 415 6) 

Tottenham :—Collected by Mr, Smith... 1 
Killingholm :—Collection, by Rev. J. 

MCGHEDEDSOD, . v1. yc cemmettmbisticre van tte 5 
Bessel’s Green :—by Mr. Knott 4°10 
By Mr. Meredith 118 8 


t 
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Kent Auxiliary Society, by Rey. 


Chatham :—byRev.W.G.Lewis 9 8 10 
Canterbury :—by Mr. Christian 11 18 6 


Se i 4 

Leeds :—by Rev. James Acworth (Fe- 
male Education 5 10 9).............. 610 [9 
Andiem :—Collected by Mr. Thursfield.. 3 0 0 


Suffolk :—Society in aid of Missions, by 
Say, Bagics <rcbinswis sates pict situs es 2012 6 
Bewdley Collected by Rey. G. Brookes 3 0 0 
Glamorganshire Auxiliary Society :--by 
Mn Hopes. TAN AF Mes Se ee 39 10 10 
Staines, &c.:—by Rev. G. Hawson..... 
Lymington, &c.:—Collection and Sub- 
scriptions, by Rev. J. Millard......... 25 16 
John Street Chapel :—Friends, by Mr. 
 aesenes Fes \ Ae cOUe). CURR Ia 


pete aa i ies ON tec ae yz 17 
Hull and East Riding Auxiliary, “by 
John ‘Thornton, Esq :— 


HAMS. sks. denpletaws ses ope 116 6 5 
Bridlgiony.) stews dee «deme 42 8 6 
DOCECIE Ns we teesasr es Lon sha 4.2 0 
COUN ZITAENNS soe ss Soe Se eis 6 0 0 
i 415 2 
740,2 
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Previously acknowledged..152 0 2 


29 2 
Ilford :—Missionary Association, by Rey. 
WRIREM ARUEL, 55 Sine 5 cies ass neck. Chae OO 
Waltham Abbey :—by Rey. J.Hargreaves 3 11 
Keynsham :—Subscriptions, by Rev. J 
A SUDas + apiad ao see + gins <b> levees 
Towcester :-—Subs., by Rev. J. Barker, . 
Pwllheli :—Missionary hp -meeting, 
by Reve W. Tonedtas Gh, fede 


DONATIONS. 
Mrs, Ware, Clapham Common...... 
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J, HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY, 7 


